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TESTIMONIES 
CONCERNING F 
The Renowned Dr. SanDERSON. 


-». 


Dr, Prideaux, 
N One States a Queſtion more punttually z Reſolvesit more [a= 
tisfattorily , Anſwers all Objeions more fully , then that 

clear and ſolid man Mr, Sanderſon, 

Biſhop Uſher. 
And I Propoſed the Caſe to the judicious Dr. Sanderſon, who 
.Graſped all the Circumſtances of it, and Returned chat happy An- 
ſwer that wer with all my Thoughts » ſat#fied all my Scruples, and 


cleared up all my Doudrs. 
Dr. Hammond. 


That ſtaid and well-weighed man Dr. Sanderſon z conceives all 
Things deliberately , dwells upon them diſcreetly , diſcerrs Things 
that differ exa(t/y, paſleth his Judgement 7at10zally, and expreſies 
it aptly, clearly and hone$ty. 

Mr. Baxter. 

—— [ do not intend by this Character ſuch Epiſcopal Divines 
as the Reverend Dr. Sanderſon > whom I honour for his Learning, 
Tudgement, e Aloderation and Piet;, 

Dr. Fuller. 

Amongſt the Modern Worthies of this Colledge ftill ſurviving, 
Dr. Robert Sanderſon, late Regius Profeſior, moveth in the high- 
eſt Sphere , a no leſs plain and profitable then able and profound Ca- 
ſult, ( a Learning almoſt loſt amongſt Proteſtants.) 

Biſhop Reynolds. 

———— There is 10 mention of it in that Table of the ſeveral O- 

pinions drawn up by a Learned man of our Church , Dr. Sander- 


ſon. 
Biſhop Hall. 

Alas , why do Iwade further into the deep and large ſearch of 
Caſes of Conſcience , wherein I hear ſo far a progreſs 1s made by 
| theexcellent Dr. Sanderſon , the molt exalt and fairhful Caſmst 

l:ving ? 
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ASSSIN 2 BG 


Biſhop Sanderſer*s ſecond Sermon » ( ad Populum ) 
Page 21T,. E, 


Here is a Warning for us, to 
take conſjderarion of the loſs 
of good or uſeful men ; and 
to fear , when they are going 
from us, that fome evil is coming to us. 
The Prophet complaineth of the too great 

and general neglect hereof in his time : 

Ther: obteous periſheth, and no man layeth it 

to heart ; and merciful men are taken away, 

none conſidering that the righteous is taken 
 fromtheewvil tocome, Elay 57.1. When 

God ſendeth his Angel to pluck out his 
righteous Lots, what maySodom expett but 
fire and brimſtone to be rained down upon 

_ them? Whenheplacketh up the faireſt 

and choiceſt flowers in his Garden, & crop- 

peth oft the tops of the goodlicſt Poppies, 

Who can think other then that he mean- 

erh 


Y 
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(2) 
cth to lay his Garden waſte, and to turn it 
into a Wilde Wilderneſs > When he un- 
dermineth the main P:{/ars of the houſe , 
taketh away the very props and buttreſſes 
of Church and Commonwealth ; ſweep- 
cth away religious Princes, wiſe Senatars, 
zealous Magiſtrates, painful Minifters, men 
of eminent ranks, gifts or example 3 who- 
ſhall be ſecure tha either Churhor Con: 
»1onweal ſhall ſtand up long, and not totter 
at leaſt, ifnot fall # God in wercytaketh. 
ſuch away from the evilto come; wein 
wiſdom ſhouid look for evil to come, when 
God raketh ſuch away. 


(3) 


B2V VVLN SIS SUE 


REASON dl FUDGE MENT : 
iS 'O R, 
SPECIAL REMARQUEFS 
; Of che 
LHR F. EE 
Of che Renowned 


Dr. SANDERSON, 


Late Lord Biſhop of Lixcoln : 


In a Letrer to the Reverend 


E, AK D 2: 


9 1 Ry 


I Am equally forry that I cannot fatisfie your juſt 
defire in the Remarques of our Rexowned Dr0- 
ceſan's Liſe , as thatT mutt comply with your ſad | 
tear inthe too true report of his Death ; rhat I muſk | 
affure yon we have loft the man, and what was 
mortal in him, and yer cannot help you to his ver- 
tues, and what was immortal in him : that when 
I muſt write you the news that he is dead to the 
world , I cannotdraw a character wherein he may 
live with the good and vertuous for ever, «© The | 
<« \yiſc, | 


(4) 
«wiſe, the holy and the good, live more nobly jn- 
*£ tng1r vertues and graces in the hearts of others, 
& then they did in their own bodies, 

His modeſty wrapped him in that privacy, and 
1:is place kept him at that diſtance, that I cannor 
take his portraiture, nor recount his memorials 
ſocxaCtly as I could wiſh , and you may expc& : 
yet though for no other cauſe then for this, «« Thar 
& Polterity may know we have not looſcly through 
« tilence permitted things and perſons to paſs away 
«as inadreams; there ſhall be thus much extanr 
concerning this excellent perſon, for his own ho- 
rour , and the honour of the Church he was bred 
in, That he was a Biſhop, and amanof moſt ſound 
judgement, of molt deep Learning , of a vaſt Ap- 
prchenſion, of an holy and unſported Life, of an 
unſuſpced Integritys a great Friend, a faithful 
Servant,a valiant Champion of the Church.. More 
particularly there ſhall be extant, . 1, His Educa- 
110n: 2, Hisremperof body and minde : 3. The 
great inſtances of his Life: 4. His Perſon and 
Aſpe&t : 5, His \Vorks or Writings: 6, His 
Sutterings : 7, His Rewards and Preferments : 
AndJlatily and chiefly, his Judgement and Reſolu- 
tion of thoſe Caſes of Conſcicnce that concern the 
Diſcipline or Worſhip of our Church ;!——-where- 
in you will obſerve ſomething admirable , many 
things imitable, all things commendable, 

Se&,r, VVhen his Parents obſerved that he. was ca- 
Hs Ed. pable of advancing the V Vorſhipfulneſs of his 
zation, Birth by the excellency of his Parts , his pregnant 
Wit_, his large and capacious Underitanding,, 
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(5) 
his fixed Judgement, his taichful Memory, and his 
hopetul Seriouſneſs., they took care that his youth 
an. firſt years of reaſon ſhould not be loſt , bur 
(being hardly recovered if negleQed) be carefully 
1 nproved in all good Learning ; of which he was 
not onely capable , but comprehenf1ve, in a {cevere 
and exat Grammar-Schoolz where, by an un- 
wearied diligence, a filent, ſedentary, and aſtoni- 
ſhed way of tollowing his Book , a feriouſneſs be- 
yond his years, ( On how would he ſteal away 
trom his Companions fol.tcs, to ts ſcverer tasks 
and privacies!) he madc his way thorow all things 
on which he could fax,to an exadtnels in Greek and 
Latine , which lie retained to his dying day, And 
he would obſerve, «© That an exacneſs in School- 
<< learning was a great advantage to our higher ſtu- | 
« dies; as the mi(carriages of School are not cafi- 
c:]y recovered 1n the Univerſity :— the errours of 
rac firſt ConcoRion being hardly rectified in the 
ſecond, 

Ar School he obſerved, he learned anart of me- 
mory, When he was enjoyned to learn what he 
underſtood nor, (which was then an ordinary mil- . 
carriage in Grammar-Schools ) he was compelled 
to make uſe of {imilitudes, &c. and to remember 
thoſe things he knew not, to think upon ſomething 
like them he knew, As he had many excellent Ob- 
ſervations touching Schools, which he would ſay 
wcre the moſt con{iderable places in a Kingdome : 
{0 he would uſually ſay, © That the Pragrcal Way iS 
«the beſt; when as Ariflotle ſpeaks , we learn that 
by doing, which we learn to do, | 
B And 


(6) 

And now I wovld willingly enlarge on his mi- 
rority, and his firſt appearance in ſolid and pious 
Learning , with which he always abounded ; bur 
that it is like the beginning of Nius, hardly to be 
found ; and we know no tninority of his, being one 
that did 4w «wg4w, CXCCT [115 equals and himſelt; in 
a ſtaid worth above his years and time, always 
eminent , always excellent, And therefore tol- 
low him ſurnſhed with excellent Rules of Gram- 
mar and Rhetorick , with choice p.icces of Hiſtory. 
Poetry and Oratory , with an elegancic in Latin, 
a good judgement in Greek ;” {crious in his de- 
{1gne, prudent in his ſtudy, induſtrious 1n his way, 
clear in his apprehenſion , ſcarching in his under- 
fanding ; fſcrene, orderly and methodical in his 
thoughts; ſober and civil in his carriage : (the 
School having added to his great Parts that humi- 
liry, mecknelſs, modeſty, obedience and civiliry,as, 
advantaged by his good difpoſition , rencred him 
to his dying day ſubmiſſive co Supecriovrs, obliging 
tohis Equals, tender to his Inferiours , amiablc 
and charitable to all.) '1I follow him ( with as 
much dury , obſervance and aff. ftion , though nor 
with ſo much ability as other men) ro the Univer- 


admitted ir of Oxford ; where, in Lincols-Colledge, with 
9uly 1.1603. a ilow, bur ſure pace , he proccedcd in all rational 


aad ſolid Learning : his unwearicd minde ſ{trug- 
ling with the intricacies, perplecxirics, darkneſs and 
contuſion of Nature,' and aiming at that clear and 
Emuine apprehenſion of things we were created 
in, after the image of God , #1; krowledge : not 10 N- 
(C3: upoON thenotions, as the nature of things, = 
C 
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hehad attained to ſo much Grammar as enabled 
him to ſpeak his minde properly, and fo much Rhe- 
corick as to expreſs ir per{watively : ſo he endea- 
voured to gain fo much Logick as might order, 
guide and direc his thoughts methodrcally 5 in ap- 
prebending things dritinfly 5 mn judging of them 
exaAly; in finding our the truth that lies in them 
ſucceſsfully ;, tn diſcovering the errours, deceits and 
fallacies impoſed upon us in them evidently ; and 
urging the truths found out convincingly. His way . 
was, 1.tO write the Rules his Tutor ſuggeſted,or his 
Books afforded:(tor he writ moſt he read or heard, 
as he ſaid, to flayhis ative and young ſoul upon things, 
until be bad diſtiwtly conteruved them, 2, To debatc 
thoſe Rules with himſclt and others, which he had 
lo written. 3. To praQtite them upon ſome Que- 
{tion or other, till chey became as his native Rea- 
{on, as his own foul, Vhereby he afterwards at- 
tained in all caſes a great happincſs ro comprehend 
things fully, to ſtare Controverſies exa&ly , to lay 
them betore others both clearly and compendi- 
ouſly z ro inde out the merit of a Cauſe,the right 
joynt of a Queſtion exactly ; ro confirm a Truth 
pertinently, properly and acutely : infomuch thar 
as he compoled a new Logick , an excellent way of 
Reaſoning 3 fo he was himfelt for many years the 
publike Reaſon of the Church : looking into Debates 


deeply , opening them ſolidly and conſpicuouſly, 


determining them imparrtially, conſcientiouſly and 
clearly z preſſing Truth and Duty convincingly : 
his Reaſons were ſtrong and demon(trativehis Al- 
legations cloſe; and pertanent, his Obſervations 
B 27 choice . 
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(8) 
choice and prudent z his DeduQtions clear , his 
Cenſure impartial , his Expreſſions apr, {uitable, 
weighty and accurate z his Diſcourſe tteady, judi- 
cious, undiftrazted , made up of abſtra&t notions 
ot Reaſon,Experience and Religion ; his Th. cughts 
calm, {moothe, and methodical, He was a great 
cngroflcr of private Syſtcmes and Papers ; and he 
would ſay , The uiuted Reaſon of many 130uſl rigm ard 
ſertow ſearchers after the Truto,make oze compleat man. 
- He would gather tle acuteit Arguments he fourd 
among Philoſophers , ro quicke,,, though nor to 77- 
{ru bim(clt : theſe (mart rrifies (he would ſay) 
would help us to that acuceneſs and diltinnels of 
apprebention that might be uſeful in greater mar- 
ects: and it was equally uſctuland pleaſant to ob- 
{crve the various workings of {cvcral Reaſons with 
mens ſeveral detects and excellencies ; by rhe cor- 
rcCting the one whereof , and imitating the other, 
a man might raiſe a frame of ſoul molt knowing, 
molt clear,and almoſt innocent, He advifed yong 
men to © advance towards a clear undcritanding 
« of any thing'by theſe (keps : 1. Tounderſtand 
« the word by which ir is expreſſed, in all its accc- 
« prations. 2, To underitand all the words inthe 
« [carned Languages, by which that thing 1s cx- 
« preſſed ; withrhe Original ot thoſe words , and 
rhe reaſon why they were made ule of to expreſs 
<«thatthing ; with all the words thatare necr to 
« ir, and their fignification, 3. Then to appre- 
{ hend the nature of the thing , with what it hath 
*« common with other things,and what irhath ſpe- 
«cial in it fclk 5 what relagion ir nath to other 
things 
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« rings inthe world ; whence ir procceded , for 
« whatend it was made +: withorier things that 
«arelike it, Thus ro kiow a few things exxt!y, is 
«to be very learned, As to any Quettion chat 
& was tO be debated , the worts (te (aid) mult be 
«clearly underſtood , and the notion of the things 
< 1ngebate ſtared 3 and then, what is granted on 
«all tides concerning the things rightly underſtood 
«« mult be ſhewed 3 ard what i controverted (as there 
will Le tery little, when words and things are well under- 
flood) mu3t be clearly latd down as it ts underfiood on all 
hands , and coruncirgly proved ty a proper reaſon from: 
the nature of the thing , or from authority , preſſed and 
cleared from all evaſions, cauils and ſubtertuges ; whit) 


cauils muit be propeſed t arth{ully and boneitly , and an- 


ſwered &riefly and fully, ingengoufly, candidly and me- 
deſily. 
His advice about reading of Authors was this : 
1. To obſerve the nature of the thing handled, and 
ſo know what to look tor from him , what part of 


'Learning he may ſatisfie you in, 2, Toobſerve the 


Author, and the occalion , tune and way of wri- 


ting. 3. To obſerve whar' 1s ſaid of the thing 


handled in direct Propolitions, 4. Tonorc whar 
is ſaid indircaly of it out of other Learning, as 
Rhecorick, Philology, Hiſtory, e&fc. 5. Totake 
notice what new Explications the Author uferh 
beyond what we have in the old Learning : his ſe- 
veral Concluſions and Arguments , with the To- 
picks from whence they are taken; with his an- 
{wer to Arguments and Objections, He would 


ſay, «Ir was nolels then a miracle of knowledge 
chat 


(10) 
<£ that men might atrain to, if they procecded thus 
<« diftin&ly in reading Authors, and in purſuing 
<« after knowledge. He adviſed young men to u{c 
Common-place-books z tn the beginning whereof, 
there might be a common table, containing tne gC- 
neral heads of the book : under which generally, 
the {pecial heads may be written, with refcretices 
to the pages where thoſe heads arc handicd, with a 
little blank {pace after each ſort of hicads , wherein 
more heads if we mcet with chem may be inſcrced : 
{or every head let there be reſcrved a page, wl.cte 
waar notable ſentence, notion , rule or pariicular 
{ocver 1s ſuggeltcd to usin reading , meditating, 
diſcouriing, may be written and reſerved for future 
uſe. His minde thus guided by ſure and conſtant 
Rules of Reaſon , made the more methodical, and 
{0 more happier progreſs in learning Languages 
and Intellectual Sciences , Philoſophy , Hiltory, 
Poetry, Patlology, and the whole circle of Learn- 
ing; which he throughly ftudied , and methodi- 
cally digeſted, making each part i]luſtrate and telp 
another , until he became a great Maſter of the 
whole, —and his Parts voted him Fellow of the 
Houſe , ( an excellent advantage for young men to 
improve their firlt years of prudence and dilcreti- 
on)and made him an eminent Tutor in the Univcr- 
ſity, where heat once learned and taught, advan- 
cing his own Parts and Reaſon, while he improved 
his Pupils : 7 /earz, ſaid he, much from my Maiter, 
more from my Equals , and moſt of all from my D:ſciples. 
And indeed he allowed himſelf no other diveriion 
then what the giving encouragement and infiructl- 
On 


\ 


(11) 
on to ingentous young Srudents yeilded hims (4 
ting tic peculiarly aciighted in, as wherein he 
could obſerve the { _ weaknefles of Reaſon,and 
their reſpeEtive remedics.) | 

Here he was as retired as he could ; veing able, 
but not forward to appear , and very willing to 
improve himſclf, His modeſt thoughts and di- 
{truſt of himfclf made him a while ſacisfic himſelf 
with the con{ctence of well-doing,having the high- 
elt pleaſure of enjyying Worth without noiſe, and 
Vertiuc without applaule ; being a great Stream of 
Leariing, wichour noiſe, deep and Clear, 

WW hile he was 1n the Univerlity , ne generally Sec 2. 
ſpent eleven hours a day in ſtudy : which indultry His 47: - 
o his, diſpatched the whole courſe of Pliloſophy, 49777: 

and picked out 1n a manner all that was ufcful in 
all Claſhck Authors that are cxcant ; drawing In- 
dexes for his private uſe, cicher in his own Pape [- 

book , or at the beginning and end of each book ; 
which will reſtifie his indefatigable pains tO as 
many-as ſhall peruſe his excellent and well-choſen 
Study, This aſhduity continued to his dying day, 
aSif he had reſolved to depart ſtudying, and go 1m- 
inediarcly from his purſutr of revealed truth, ro the 
view of the eteryal, Hediſpoſed himſelf and time 

to perpetual induſtry and 7 znot only avoic- 
ing , bur pertealy nating idlenc ſs, and hardly re- 
com mending any thing ore then this z Be always 
furniſhed with ſomewhat ro do , as the beſt way to 1n1,0- 
cence and pleaſure, There was nor a minute of the 
day he left vacant from bulineſs of neceſſity , civi- 
lity or ftudy : you ſhould hardly fſce him without 
his 
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his book, or hardly meet him without kis plodding 


thoughts and meditations. Aclear and calm way 


he had of weighing ducly what he ſhould do, in 
deſigning what he had confidered,and ſoberly per- 
forming whar he had deſigned. His minde was 
wholly inward , where Jay his Sccencs of diſcreet, 


prudent and pious undertakings, In fickneſles, if 


they were not ſo violent as to wake the recolledti- 
on of his thoughts impoſlible , he never intermit- 
red (tudy, bur rather rc-inforced, as the beſt caſe 
ot his diltemper , and diverſion of his pain, His 
way was to calt into paper his Odlervations , and 
dire them to his great defizne. I may ſay of him, 
as the reverend Dr. Fe/ ſaith ot his good iriend the 
excellent Dr, Hammond, That conlidering his time 
of prayer and inltructing his family , hs peruſal 
of the writings of friends and ſtrangers when in- 
rendcd to be publick, his review of his own works, 
his reception of vitits , whether for civitity or for 
rc{olution of conſcience, or information 1n point of 

difficulty, which were numerous , and great dc- 
vourers of his time, (he being reckoned the ableſt 

and taithfulleft Caſuilt 1n the world ) his general 
Corrceſpondencics by Letters , which took up thc 
proportion of a day in each Veek , and more: [1 

{ay , he that ſhall conſider theſe inſtances of dili- 
gence, beſides his own valt reading, mult beto ſeck 
what point of time remained undifpolcd of , and 
I-arn to redeem the time. 

It pleaſed God he ad a body ſvited to that pains 


His (em-e was defigned tor; a fairniul Ailitant rather then 


Pere 


an impediment to nis great Soul 5 ſymoviizing 
with 


| 


with ic in an exat temper, neither failing" it 
trough tne weaknc(s of Organs, nor burthcning i it 


with the redunyancy of i.umours » nor clogging ir 


> with ſad melancholy, nor diſturbing it with an a- 


&ive unſeclednets , nor ruffling it with angry cl:0- 
ler; neither too large for tt, nor (00 NaTTOW, but 
every way prop: orcionable. Although hc indeed 
was plcaicd to write thus of limiclt n 11S Frcetace 
to his Book of che Obligation of Cor ſcrence : 


Nimirum, ut 19hav1us miles quem (ola for: 
tem facit deſperatio, tim demun acris feys 
tur ad pugnam , cum nullus reliquus e$t ffus 
gio locus : ita mih1 ingenium eſt. Des otinm, 
ſpatium, tempus ! nil ſit. Vexantur fru- 
ſtra calami, diffluit mens, vagatur, excurrit, 
torpet. In arctum cogas ! Subſiſtit, excita- 
tur, recolligit vires ; quaſque habet, quan= 
dequidem exerto eft opus , exerit univerſas : 
G ut verbo dicam , quod agi neceſſe eſt , hoc 

agit. Ut ſol:s pads; , quit laxo liberoque clo 
diffuſe ſuc modice calefaciunt vix ut ſentias, 
iidem in concav1 ſpeculi umbonem, welut in 
centrum coa&ti adduftique ,  acriter urunt. 
Multo uſu + prima lanugine ad hanc canitien 
edocius didici , quam non fit vanumillud Py- 


thagore hemiſtichinm, 
Adyauits yep «1d yang typ ue re teys 
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Ouod ignave mentis vitinm, etſt nonnullis 
fortaſſe videri poſſit habere modeſtie ſpeciem 
aliquam , mihi tamen una hac idonea excuſa- 
tione def, end; poſſe videtur, quod ſat certss qu * 
buſdam hominibus, ( @& egs in hoc cenſu ) 
bgvie x33 wvyſo'ts Ge , ita COngenttum. inſitumque 
ab ipſis-cunabulis, ut fruſira fit, quiſquis ex- 
illo nuntero id ulla ſperet + ſe poſſe , wel arte 
corrigi, wel indufiria ſuperart : 
Yet I amaſlurcd that he never confadered longer 
then till he could giſcern whether things propoſed 
were fit, cr no; whenthat was determined , he 
would without any flow delay ( in ſpending that 


rime to gaze upon a buſineſs which might ſerve to 
doit) goabcucanother : when he Fad pericfed 


one buſineſs , he could not endure his ſoul ſhould 


ſtand (till, but he inſtantly conſidered what was 
ncxtto be undertaken ; conſtant courſe of buſineſs. 
running along witha conſtant courſe of time. 

His Carriage grave, comely, and mgdelt ; his 
Garb plain and fiudious, fuch as became a great. 
Scholar and a folemne Divine , alwaics medita- 
ring {ome great and good deſign, retiring within 
himſelt,and taken up with his own great thoughts: - 
equal in all his ations; doing nothing raſh, i 
lent, or pecipitant in his words, geſture, or unde 
ſtanding; even and compoſed, entire, modeſtly 
endeavouring what he thought bis duty : dtligent- 


ly purſuing what was within his. teach, and re- 
ſolvedly 


(15) 
folvedly fixt upon what he judged wichin his capa- 
Clty , the «v7 riraay3rc, EK cheoſquare and ſolid man, 
© ſplame fatltnug, and therelore [-14ome rep?nttng 
his ſpeech was as calmrand even as 1s foul, fo f0- 
ber, {o {teady, fo apr, fo ordercd, ſo weighty w'.ci1 
{crious , (o pleaſant when devorcd to an harmlk(5 
mirch, which became him no lefs then fmiling 
and a little laughter doth a good man and a good 
conſcience; for his innocent ftaceriouſnels was 
well rempered with gravity, mixcd with good 
counſcl, allayed with good diſcourſe, and beau- 
tified with excellent example : it he would ſpeak 
facetiouſly , no man did it or could do it more 
; plealingly : it he liſted ro diſpute (olidlv, none 
did it more fatistaforily : he was choice in 
his friends, and faithful tro them; friendſhip 
when true and ſincere, he would ſay, was the 
greatelt happineſs and relief among the carcs and 
troubles of the world, cf{pecially with thoſe who 
were of the {ame inclination, profcffion, ſtudy 
and defiznment with himſclt; an union of mind 
is next the union of foul and boly in the world ; 
and ftriendiiip is next unto life: and ir was this 
reverend par: butinefs, where-ever he was, tO 
promote thoſe two great things, triendſhipand 
love,that (as he uſed ro fay) men might have thoſe 
that charitably obſerved, and taichfully admo- 
niſhed them of the failings, indecencies , and 
miſcarriages Nature 1s obnoxtous toy which he cx- 
aQly perturmed, and expected back again to be re- 
ruraed ro himſelf : he was conſtant in his kind- 
neſs, as 101g as friends were true ; but as he could 


C 2 calily 
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*a{ily diſcern and look through , ſo he deeply re- 
jtentcd all arrifice and cunning : a plain man he 
was, and a plain tcmper he loved; if any mit; 
chance happened that might occaſion miſappre- 
benfions, he ſuftered them nor to improve by con- 
ccalment : bur preſently offered tlc reaſons of the 
miſundcritanding, and enjoyned all friends 10 
return him the like mcaſure back again, if his own 
actions fecmed at any time doubttul or un- 
ſecmly, 
Sect.g, Aries ui axis Make up Epiairtws his Philoſopby, 
His Mo- (uftine & abſtize made our Reverend Dioccſans 
Geration, Religion : none underſtood better how all things 
are law{ul; none _undcritood better then he Low 
all things are nor expedient; he Knew tcmprati- 
ons lye in ambulh, behind our lawful enjoyments : 
.1n his apparel none more plain, in his dyert none 
f more tetnperate, eating (as he would ſay) ratio- 
id nally , ozely for bealth and life 5 one mcal a day 
' 
| 


{nfhced him, with ſome fruit at night : in his flecp 
none more ſparing, cleven or twelve at night be- 
ing his uſual rime of going to reſt, and five, and 
| . very rarely (ix, the hour of his riſing : recreations 
which his judgement allowed, yer his care and 
{clt-dcnial torbid him z ab ircitis ſemper quangdoque 
HR 4 licitis,was his rule : he would fay, Things unlaw - 
. tul we muſt never do z nor ever Jawful things, 
but with due re{pe& of our cling and other cons 
current circumſtances. Wine and meſick, and gorge- 
ous apparel, and delicate fare, are (uch things as 
\ God1n his goodneſs hath created and given to the 

children of men for their comtort ; and they may 
| ule 


(017) 


uſe them lawfully, and rake comfort in them /as 
their portion : but he that (hall uſe any of them 
intemperately, Or unſeaſonably, or vainly, or waitfully, 
abuſerh both them and himſelf, And therefore 
we (hall otren finde both che things themſelves 
condemned, and thoſe that uſed them blamed in 
the Scriptures, The men of Iſrael for ſtretching 
themſelues upon their couches,. and eating the lambs out 
of the flock, aud chaunting to the ſound of the Viol, and 
drinking Wine 1 bowls, Amos 6. And the women 
for their byacelets,. and ear-rings, and wimples, and 
criſping pins, and their other bravery, in Eſay 3. 
And the rich man for fariz7 delrc1ouſly and wearing 
ne linnen, 1n the Parabie,Luk,16., Yea, our Savi- 
our himlelt pronounceth a woe againſt them that 
laugh, Luk, 6. And yet none of all theſe things are 
or were #1 themſelues unlawful : it was the excefi 
onely, or other aifordey in the uſe of them,, thar 
made them obnoxious toreproof, Though ſome in 
heir heat have ſaid ſo, yer who can. reaſonably 
ſay, that horſe-matches, or playing at cards Or dice, 
are in themſelves and wholly @nlawful 2 And yer 
on the other {1de, what ſober wiſe man , becauſe 
che Things are lawful, would therefore approve of 
that vain and ſinful expence which is ottentimes 
beſtowed by men of mean eſtates in the dieting of 
Horſes, and wagering upon. them > or of that ex» 
ceflive abuſe of gaming , whercin thouſands of our 
Gentry ſpend in a manner their whole t4me, and 
conſume away their whole ſubiance, borh which 
ought to be far more precious unto them? I migher 
inſtance 10 many other things in like manner, In 
| all 
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(1b) 
all. which, we may cafily erre cither in point of 
judgement, or prafice, or both z if we do nor wiſe- 
ly lever the uſe 'trom the atuſe, Many times be- 
cauſe the abuſes are common and great,we peeviſh. 
ly coudema in' ethers the very uſe of ſome lawful 
things, And many times again, becauſe there is 
evidently a lawful uſe of the things, we impudently 
juſtifie our {elves tn the-very aZuſes alſo, That 1s 
tooliſh preceſereſs in us 3 and this prophane partia- 
lity : by that we 77f7:nge our bretl:rens liberty ; by 
this, polſute our own, The beſt and ſatcft way tor 
us in all :ydifferent thizgs is this: to be indulgent 
ro others, bur {triCt to our ſelves; inallowing them 
therr liberty with the moſt, bur raking our own Liber- 


 tyever with the Jealt, 


There are many things which in my conſcience 
are not abſolutely and i: Theſ; neceſſary to be done; 
which yet iz Hypotheſ; tor ſome perſonal reſpeas 1 
ehink ſo fit for me ro do, that I ſhould reſolve ro 
undergo {ome inconveniency rather than omt 
them z {till reſerving to others their literty tro do as 
they thovld fee caule. There are again many 
things which in my conſcience arc not abſolutely 


' and 12: Theſt unlawful ro be done 3 which yer in Hy- 


potheſi, and for the like perſozal reſpe&s, I think fo 
fit for me to do, that I ſhould reſolve to under- 
go {ome inconvenience rather chan do them ; yer 
{till reſerving to others the like 1;berty as before, to 
do as they ſhould ſee cauſe, It belongeth to every 
ſober Chriſtian adviſedly to conſider 'not onely 
what ih it (elf may lawfully be done or Ictt undone g 
but alſo what in godly miſdom and diſcretion is 


futeſs 


(19) 

fitteſt for him todo, or not to doupon all occafſi- 
03S , as the cxigence of preſent Cireum#ances ſhall . .. 
require, | KS.91s 

And now you are willing I doubr nor to hear 5a, ;. 
how this cxa&t man appeared in the world, You Hy re- 
mult know , that when he found his youthful heat moval 
abated and fined; his Parts and Abilities compe- from the 
rent 3 his Underſtanding turniſhed with all neceſ. #mver/- - 
ſary knowledge z his Memory made faithtul and*/* 
ſerviceable by method and deep apprehenſion ; his 
Invention upon any ſubject flowing with proper | 
Notions ; his Judgement ina variety of Learning 
cxac , and diſcerning things that ditfer ; his Pru- 
dence for affairs mature and well weighed; and 
his Soul knit ro a reſolution able ro meet with va- 
ricty of occaſions , with honour, quiet, pleaſure 
and ſafety : he was not wedded to caſe and ſpecula- 
tion, nor wanting (what able men ſometimes do) 
a publick Patrociny and Encouragement, in an- 
{wer to the expeQarion of the Univerſity that bred 
him, of his Generauon that locked for him, and 
his.own- inclination, ——who would always ſay, 
That Employment was Improvement. He left the Unt- 
verſity , having compaſled with his knowledge the 
whole Circle ot the Arts , being exact in propriety 
and elegancy of Languages, having read ancienr 
and modern \Vriters z having ſtudied Pailoſophy, 
and made himſelf familiar with all politer Claſ- 
ſick Authors, being learned in School- Divinity, 
and a Maſter in Church-Antiquity , ready in the 
ſenſe of Scripture, Fathers, Councils, Ecclefiaſti- - 
cal Hiſtory : « Thus full of Scriprure-ftrengrth, of 

« Councils - 


(20) 
cc Councils weight,of Fathers conſent, of Hiſtorick 
« light, of Scholaſtick acurencſs ; he, I ſay, left the 


Neyb.1gUnverlity freely, making nor the uſual advantage 


Sect. 7. 
His 
Preach- 


190, 
CO 


of his place , 'which was then prudence and good 
husbandry,but looked upon by him as the worit Sa- 
criledge in the worldyas which at once betraycd the 


- Church tothe unworthy and weak, and the Uni- 


verlity to the undeferving, and the Founders Cha- 


 Tity to thoſe perſons-they never deligned them for ; 


to the ſhame of the preſent Age , and the undoing 
of the future 3 and betaking himiclt to his Charge 
at Boothby-Pagnel in- Lincoly-(hire , where we have 

him 
Preaching ſolidly , not a{owing himſclt the ea- 
fie liberty of doing the work of the Lord negli- 
gently, Although he was furnithcd with that C late 
{ick and Authcntick Learning, which readily ena- 
bled him! to ſpeak upon any occalion and fubject 
propcrly, pertinently, copiouſly and handſomely ; 
yet{uch was his reverence of that great work, thar 
he was very claborate and cxa& 1 reading, medi- 
rating and compoling- his Sermons: to rational and 
juſt Diſcourſes, -His mczhod was tochule his Text 
perttentlyz to weigh its vccaſion, coherence, and 
other circumſtances , 4uely ; to look out the rructt 
rcading of it;z2duſtriouſty ; to open that Original by 
reading out of the choiceſt Authors, and molt pro- 
per learning in that kinde , clearly ;.:tq drop tuch 
pichy and pertinent Obſervations, learned, moral, 
divine, as he went on in-Explication , judiciouſly ; 
to pitch upon great Obſcrvations that were,couch- 
cd inthe ſeveral parts, uſefully: which he daqueed 
rom 


(21) | 
from the Text evidently , ( for he could not endure 
choſe that wreſted the Scripture for a truth, as men 
that were under a temptation of wreſting them tor 
an errour ) botcomed upon their proper Grounds 
and Reaſons orderly , ( preffing each truth with ec- 
vidence raiſed from their {everal places 1n the body 
of Divinity) illuſtrated and enlarged with general 
Learning, and improved to the refpeive Duties of 
Chriſtianity that he ſaw might rationally be inter- 
red from them : and indeed his general Learning 
afforded him plenty of Obſcrvations,proper,lcarn- 
cd and uſetul, upon cach head, His way , like Dr. 
Hammond , was aitcr every Sermon to re{olve upon 
rhe enſuing ſubjet, and ro draw a Scheme of ir, 
and to take in the courſe of his ſtudy what fell in 
conduciblc unto the preſent purpoſe z and he ſpoke 
from the heart to the hearr, 

As he provided ſtrong meat for ſtrong men , {© 
he provided {incere milk for babes, ſpending an 
hour at evening in the Church-Catechiſm, where- 
at-the Parents and elder ſort were wont to be pre- 
{ent, and from whence they reaped more benefit 
then from his Sermons ;z the great Principles of 
Religion working more. powerfully upon them 
then his Diſcourſes and Enlargements, Chyiſl1a- 
nity was moſt ſucceſs|ul , he would ſay , when propoſed 
naked andinits owneuwdence, as the truth was 11: J:(w. 
By Catechiſing , the Goſpel prevailed over ju- 
daiſm and Heatheniſm ; by Catechiſing, Popery 
incroached and broke in upon the Goſ __ by Ca- 
rechiſing , the Goſpel again recovered itſelf , and 
gor ground of Popery, __ opened —— 

4«- 
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Catechifm diſtinaly,grounded them in each point 
ſtedtaſily, and taught rhem their duties ariſing out 
of cach part of Religion profitably z making it 
appear as he went along, how the grace of God bring - 
ing ſalvation by Jeſus Chrift bath appeared, teaching 
men to dey all ungodlizeſs and wordly luft , and to we 
ſoberly, juſtly and godly in the preſent world, 
' As heraughtthem, ſo he and they lived upto a 
Religion pure and undehiled : he and they joyning 
rogerher in the holy Offices, 1. Of Common- 
prayer in all the days appointed , devoutly and re-. 
vercntly , ( where he and his family was the great 
Rule and Pattern, ) 2, Ot the boly Sacrament 
caretully and preparedly, not withour previous in- 
{tructions and diretions publick and private, 3.In 
an holy love and charity , which taught them ſuc- 
ceistully, being exemplary therein, and being a- 
ble by his grear $ki}l in all Laws to compoſe all 
Differences in his private addreſs and converſati- 
on : his Judgement being ſo eſteemed , that there 
were few that knew him, but would fiand to his 
prudent and honeſt Arbitration : whercin the 
God of love and- peace ſo blefled him, rhar as he 
maintained love among others, fo he had the love 
of all; there being nor any of his function either 
more eſteemed while alive , or more lamented 
when dead, Neither did he think tt enovgh to 
per{wade his people toan obligingnefs 1n Conver- 
ſation, unleſs he could work them toa charicy and 
hoſpitaliry, whereby they might endear themſclyes 
to eachother, and relieve the poor, Among them 
he would be the moſt welcome: for he underſtood 
very 


(23) 
very well how much the. Applications of che Table 
enforced the Dodtrines of the Pulpirz and how 
ſubſervient the endearing of his perſon was to the 
recommending of his inttructions, where his ele- 
gait, ap: and tacerious way, fweerned his more fc- 
rious diſcourſe, and weighty conceptions : fo that 
he was heard at once wich the higheſt pleaſure and 
profit in the world, As he urged their charity to 
che Poor carnelily, fo he directed tr diſcrectly, thar 
the Idle partaked not of it; and truely the Necdy 
had a ſtock raiſed for them , toemploy and relieve 
chem; Ifay, roemploy and relieve them 2 for he 
had no charicy for the Idle and the Vagrant,—— 
the very ſcabs , filth and vermine of a Common- 
wealth, I meanſuch as have health, and ftrength, 
and limbs, andare in ſome mea(ure able towork, 
and take pains tor their living, yet rather chuſe to 
wander abroad the Country, and to ſpend their 
days in a molt baſe and ungodly courſe of lite ; 
and, which 1s yet more lamentable, by I know not 
what connivence, contrary to all Conſciexce, Equity, 
and Law, arc {uffered, All Chriftian Commorr- 
_ wealths (hould be the 1f-a&ts of God z and in tis 1f- 
zael , God , as he promyſedthere ſhould be fome a 
ways poor , on whoiun to exerciſe charity ; fo he or- 
dained there ſhould be no beggar , to make a trade 
and proteflion of begging, Plato, than whom'ne-' 
ver any laid down'a more exact. /4ea of an h 
Commonwealth, alloweth notany beggar therein 
alledging , that where ſuch were toleraced, it was, 
impoſlible bur the Stare mult abound with pilfering. 
andwhorrng , and all kindeof bate villany; - The, 
| | D 2 Cul; 
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Cruil Laws have flat Coniticutions againſt them, in 
the Titles as mendicantibu ron trualidis, Bur I 
think never kingdom had more wholeſome laws 
in both kinds, I mean both for the competent re- 
Lef of the orderly poor, and for ſharp reſtraint of diſor- 
derly vagabonds , then thoſe proviſions which in 
many of our own memories have been made in 
this land. But Quid leges ſine moribus---2 Thoſe 
Laws are now zo Lavns, tor want of due execution : 
bur Beggars are Beggars ſtill, tor want of due correft- 
on, Et vetabitur ſemper, & retinebitur ; the ſaying 
is truer of Rogues and Gypſies in England, than ever 
it was of Mathematicians in Rome, You to whoſe 
care the preſervation of the Juſtice, and thereby al- 
ſo of the Peace of the Land is commirted, as you 
tender the Peace and Jufticeot the Land, as you 
render your own quzet, and the ſafety ot your neigh- 
bours z as youtender the weal of your Country,and 
the honour of God: breath freſh life into the lan- 
uiſhing Laws by ſevere execation; be rather cruel to 
thelcYrpers, than to the Stare, So ſhall you free vs 
from the Plague, and your ſelves from the guilt , and 
them from the opportuntties, of infinite fintul abo- 

minations, ths 
But we are unreaſonable to preſs you thus far, 
or to ſeck to you or any others tor Juitice in this 
matter ;. having powcr enough 1n our own hands 
todo our (clves Juftrce upon theſe men, it we 
would but uſe it : Even by making. a ſtrait Cove- 
nant with our Eays, not to heed them ; and with 
our Eyes, not to pitty them 3 and with our Hands, 
not to relieve them, , Say I this, altogether of my 

ſe 
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ſelf> or ſaith not the Apoſtle even the ſame > Fe 
that will zot labour, let him zot eat : relieve him nor. 
Bur hath nor Chriſt required us to fred the hungry, 
and to cloath the naked, and to be free and charitable 
to the poor # Nothing ſurer : God forbid any man 
ſhould preach againit Charity and Almſdeeas, But 
remember, that as Ged approveth not Alms or 
any other work, it without Charzty ; ſo nor Char;- 
ty it ſelf, it without Diſcretion, Honour Widadows, 
aith Saint Paul, But thoſe that are Widaows indeed, 
So relieve the pooy , but relieve thoſe that are poor 
zndeed, Not every one that asketh; nor every one 
that warteth 5 nay more, not every one that is poor, 
is poor txdeed : and he that in his indiſcreet and 
miſ-guided charity ſhould give to every one that 
asketh , or wanteth, or 1s poor, meat, or clothing, 
or Alms ; would ſoon make himſelf more hungry, 
and zaked, and poor, than he that is moſt hungry, 
or naked, or poor, The poor, whom Chriſt com- 
mendeth to thee as a fit object for thy charity, the- 
poor zndeed , are thoſe that want, not onely the 
things they ask, but want alſo meazs to get with- 
our asking, A man that 1s 4[:, or aged, and paſt 
his work; a man that is ſich, orgreak, or lame, and 
cannot work ; a man that defires it,and fecks ir,and 
cannot get work z a man that hath a greater charge 
upon him than his honeſt pains can maintain z 
ſucha man as one of thefe, he 1s poor 7ndeed, Ler 
thine Ears be open , and thine Eyes open , and thy 
- Bowels open, and thy Hands open to fuch aone: it 
is a charitable deed, and a Sacrifice of ſweet ſmelling; 


with ſuch [gcrifices God -is well pleaſed : Forget = 
nou , 
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thou to offer ſuch ſacrifices upon every good op- 


portunity , and be well aſſured God will not for- 
et in due time to reward thee, Bur for a luſty 
able upright maz ( as they ſtile him in their own 
diale&) that had rather begg, or fleal, or both,than 
dig; he is no more to be relteved as a poor mangthan 
a woman that hath poyſoncd her husband is to be 
hozoured aSa Widow, Such a woman 1s a P:dow, for 
ſhe hath no more an husband than any other 
1/idow hath : but ſuch a Woman is not a Widow 17:- 
deed, as St. Paul would be undcriiood 5 not ſuch 4 
W1Jow as he would have honoured : tt is almws to 
hang up ſuch a Widow, rather than to hoxour her, 
AndI dare ſay, he that helpeth one of theſe turd 
B-ggars tO the ltocks, and the wiiipy and the houſe 
of correction, not only deſcrveth better of the Com- 
mor-wealth z but doth a work of greater Charity in 
the {ſightot God than hechat helpeth him with 
meat, and mozey, and lodgizpg, For he that doth 
this, corrupterh his Charity by a double errour, Furſt, 
he matntaineth, and ſo ercourageth the other in 
zdleneſs; whoy 1t none would relieve him , would 
be glad to do any work rather then ſtarve, And 
Secondly, he diſableth his Charity, by miſ-placing it 
and unawares robbeth the poor, whillt he thinkerh 
he rclieverh them, As he that giveth any hoxour 
to an 1dol, robberh the true God, to whom alone all 
religious honour 15 due : fo he that giveth any Alms 
r0 an zdle beggar, robbeth the eruly poor, ro whom 
properly all the fruitsof our Alms are due, And 
{o it cometh to paſs oftentimes (as Saint Ambroſe 
{omerimes complained) that the maintainance of 
tbe poor is made the {poll of the loyterer, To 
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To maintain that peace and quiet, he endeavour- 
ed to keep every one within his own bounds, that 
none defraud and go beyond another : wiſhing 
them to have that one great Rule in their eye, What 

e would have others do unto you , that ao ye unto them : 
this is the Law and the Prophets. He would tell 
them , that the reaſon why he lived fo peaceably 
with all his Neighbours , was, becauſe he never 
received from any of them any more then he would 
willingly pay : the reaſon why he was fo civil, he 
always looked upon his Pariſhioner as it he were 
the Miniſter, and upon himſclf che Miniſter as if 
he were the Pariſhioner, 

Neither was he leis obliging in his Carriage to- 
wards the Neighbouring Gentry , who were much 
taken with his great Reaſon , uſetul Obſervation, 
excellent Diſcourſes, Civil, Moral, Philoſophical, 
Hiſtortcal, Technical : and indeed his skill in Ar- 
chitccAure, Geography, Opticks, Geometry, A- 
ſftronomy , Heraldry , in which he took great de- 
light, much endeared him to his ingenious Neigh- 
bours, who in his company might communicate 
and improve their own. And indeed he obſerved 
it very requiſite that Miniſters fhould have a com- 
petent $kill in Hiftory, Mathematicks, Law and 
Phy fick, roentertain the Ingenious , and to adviſe 
the Ignorant , who expe that the Prieſts lips ſhould 
preſerve all knowledge, ard that the people ſhould recerve 
it from ther mouths, Excellent was that advice of 
his: © As the times now are, wherein Learning a- 
« bouadeth even unto waatonpeſs , and wherein the 
&« \Vorld is full of Queſtions, and CO 
*an 
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« and Novelties, and Niceties in Reljgzov; and 
c« whercin molt of our Geztry , very Womez and all, 
c« (by the advantage of long Peace, and the cuſtoms 
«of modern Equcatioz , together with the help of a 
© multitude of Ezgl:ſþ books and Tranſlations) are 
«able to look through the ignorance of a Clergy- 
© 334,and cen{ure it, it he be tripping 1n any point 
© of Hiſtory, Coſmography , Moral or Natural Ph:o- 
© {ophy, Drvinity, or the Arts yea, and to chaſtiſe 
&« his very method and phraſe, it he ſpeak looſely, or 
© impertinent]y ,'or but improperly, and it every 
«thing be not pozat-viſe, 1 (ay, as theſe times are, 
« I would nor have a Clergy-man content himſelf 
© with every Medzocrity of gifts 5 but by his pray- 
«crs, carc and induſtry improve thoſe he hath, fo 
«as he may be able upon good occalion to rmpart 
© ſpiritual gifts to the people of God , whereby they 
&« may be eſtabliſhed , and to ſpeak with ſuch under- 
© ſtanding, and ſufficiency, and pertinency, (cſpc- 
<«ctally when he hath jult warz:z2 , and a conveni- 
«cnt time to prepare himſelf ) in ſonie good mea- 
*« ſurc of proportion to the quickneſs and ripeneſs 
* of theſe preſent times , as they that love not his 
« Coat, may yet approve his Lahowrs, and not finde 
© any thing therein whercat juſtly ro quarrel : 
&« Shewing tn his Dofrine ( as our Apoſtle writerh to 
« Titms) uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech 
i« that cannot be condemned , that he that 1s of the con- 
a. on part may be aſhamed, having no evil to ſay of 
* 1M, | 

He was always ſocxcellent a Neighbour , that 


he {cldome failed in the civility of YO 
OI - 
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Correſpondence; the greateſt advantages for go 
enderficadiey and Ds :: bur Cc Ae Of 
ſickneſs, when affliftion was an-ctcellent prepira- 
cive for inſtruction; ''-VVherefore hor ofttly wherr 
increared,! {as molt of his dying Netghbours were 
unwilling to teave the world antthe , good man, 
had ſetled their confciences upon Goſpel-princi- 
ples in peace with God y did he make hts vifits to 
all fuch as wanted his aſhſtance ; bur before he was 
rhought of, would he prevent their requeſis,bycarty 
and trequent addreſſes to them ; arrending dili- 
gently thoſe mallra tempoya , thoſe gentie and moſt 
eraQable opportunities of doing good whichmight 
be offered him. "_  _ 

As he was publick-ſpirited himſelf , ſo he en- 
deavoured that all he had tnrereſt in,might be com- 
municative z thete being few Gentlemen of his ac- 
quainrance whotn he had tior direged tofome no- 
ble or charitable work for mens improvement or 
relict : He, their great Cafuiſt,having their hearts 
and purſes at his devoir, and uſing his happy pow- 
eralways rorheir honour 5 comfort , wr? infinite 
facistaQion > ſo,hewonld fay, he reſcued the Crea- 
eute from the b0xzage of corruption, to the gloriow ſer- 
= of God, and'to Primitrue tunorence, od cheir firs? 
aſe. | | » f5 | ” 

Althoughthe was thus cthployed and rakennp$.a.s. 
athis private charge , *and'pteaſetk with'his belo- Hz pub. 
ved privacy and tcrirement ; yer Whieh ſuttimoned like Per- 
ro-the Publick, as ro PagPs Crofs,to Viſitations, to former- 
LeQures, to theCourt, to the Univerſity ,, he ap- 4% 
peared with much zeal; *prudeuce, and holy abi- 

E lities, 


enjoyned in our Church , arc in their nature ſa 
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hries, with clegant and uſctul performances, full 
of Dogmatick, Polemick, PraGick, Caſviſtick and 
Critick Learning z where he offered the marrow 
and pith of the Fathers, the (ubrilty of the School- 
men , the ſolidity of the Neotericks, faready, ſo 
clear, ſo percolated from the Authors obſcurity or 
rediouſyets , that his Quinteſſence , or Diſtillati- 
ons of them in his Diſcourſe , were more uſeful, 
per{picuous and vigorous , then the Originals or 
firſt Maſs wherein they were diffuſed, Ar Viſi- 


rations he offered deep , ſolid, clear and abſtract 


Notions of Reaſon, Expericnce and Religion, for 
Ordcr, Peace, Unity and Obedience, and pointed 
our thoſe paths equally diſtant from ſuperſtition 
and licentiouſneſs,wherein all wiſe and good Chri- 
{tians ſhould walk in peace, according to the will 
of God declarcd in Laws Natural, Civil, Moral 
and Eccleſiaſtical z where the attentive Hearcrs 
admired equally the acute manner , and the 
weighty matter of his Diſcourſes; bis ttrong Ar- 
guments , his clear Deductions , his impartial 
Judgement, his ſteady , even, and .undiftrated 
Thoughts, whereby he reſcued. poor ſouls, whoſe 
cafineſs caſt them on obvious crrours , rather then 
they would ſearch after Cifficult and retired truths, 
He perſwaded private Reaſons, Pretences, Intcreſts 
and Deſignes, to yeild ro publick Law and com- 
mon good, He convinced the world that the things 
e 

and lawful , in their uſe free s. and to be uſed in 0- 
bcdienceto Auth ority , for order, decency and edi- 
fication , as they mught be. forborn when not en- 
RS Jjoyned, 
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joyned , or not conducing to order, decency, or a 
ſacred folemnicy. He taught men to bring their 
con(ciences roa Rule, and torbear nothing as 2- 

ainſt conſcience which was not againſt a Rule, a- 
gainſt Gods Word, againſt Faith, or Manners , or 
che nature of the things enjoyned, How clearly 
hath he proved, that as all neceſſaries were enjoyn- 
ed by expreſs Scriptures; ſoall the Circumſtances 
of Worhip and Diſcipline were enjoyned in Scri- 

ture-intimations , which required all things orderly 
and deceut 2 How pathertically would he urge,thac 
Publick Authority knew better what Time, Place, 
Geſture, Garment, Phraſe, Rite or Ceremony was 
moſt expedient and orderly, then any private Spi-- 
_ ritz and that if any man would be contentious, we 

had no ſuch cuflome , nor the Churches of God? How 
powertully would he urge a Compliance with 
Publick Authoriry, to avoid ſcandal, rorcſtifie 
our Charity , Humiliry and Obedience; ro ſhew 
our Reverence and fear of it; ro uſe our Chriſtian 
Libercy ſoberly , charirably and obediently z thar 
Laws might-be obſerved , the Church might be 
compoſed , Charity might be revived , Dangers 
mightbe avoided, the Kingdome might be ſerled, 
good Chriſtians might be edified , God might be 
obeyed, and our Superiours for Gods fake > Thus 
/ heſtudied, debated , cleared and compolcd Diffe- 
rences z tiwus he ſatisfied Scruples 3 thus he jutti- 
fied the Churches Liberty and Authority : the 
careof which ſo entirely poſſefled him, rhat he re- 
duced moſt of his ſtuly ro that defigne 5 which he 
managed with plenty of Matter , with varicry of 
E a Read- 
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Reading , with full and pertinent Citations,” with 
clear and copious Expreſſions , mcthodical' Pro- 
cecdings , powerſul Demonſtrations, Fundamen- 
tal Reaſon, Origipal Law,Eſſential Religion,with: 
a prudent diſcovery of the proportions of order and 
policy, of the boundaries of Government , and the 
great principles of peace, And all this was the 
better taken , becauſe_taught by a man not onely: . 
of vaſt and great Abiliries, of full maturity of 
[udgement z bur of great Integrity in his Deſigne, 
of great innocency and unblameableneſs in his 
Converſation z of a good Conſcience; of a grear 
calmneſs and compoſure in Spirit z ofa valt Com- 
prehenſion, who firained the Quintefſence of Rea»: 
{on, Rehgion, Laws Grecian, Roman, Imperial, 
and Civil, Canon and Eccleſiaſtical , ro his great 
Platform for Peace, Unityand Sertlemeny, | 

At Courr,. and in his Lectures, he purſued the 


At Ceurt moſk neceſſary Duties , andthe moſ} concerning 
and Le- Caſes of Conſcience .:, for he obſerved , Thar 


ftares. 


ſequence, to 


it is one Stratagem of the Arch-enemy'of mankind, 
(and when we know his miles, we may the berter 
be able to defeat him) by buſying men of great and, 
uſcful parts in by-matters , and things of lefſer con- 
; Haw them from following that 

ungn neceſſarium, that which ſhould be the main in 
all oux.,cndeavgurs , the beating down of fr, the 
planting of, Faith, and the reformation.of menners. 
Controvyer fies, | canteſs,are neceflary, the Torgurs ne- 
ceſlary, Hiitoxies necefary , Philoſophy and The Arts 
es , ther Knowledge of all ſorts: neceflaty in 
the Church 3, for T7wh muſt; be maineazucfdy Serge: : 
—_ pture- 
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pture-phraſes opened, Herefie confuted, the mouths 
of Adverſaries Ropped , Schiſms and Novelties ſup- 
prefled : Bur when all is done,poſitrve and PraRique 
Diviatty is it muſt bring us to Heaven : that is ir 
muſt poiſe our judgements, ſettle our conſciences, di- 
re& our [;ves, mortife our corruptons, increaſe our 
graces, —_— our comforts, {ave our ſouls, Hoc 
opus, hoc ſtudium + there is no ftudy torthis , none (0 
well worth the labour as this , none that can bring 
ſo much profit to others, nor theretore ſo much glory 
tro God, nor therefore ſo much comfort to our 
own hearts, as this, Thrs zs a faithful ſaying, ard 
theſe things I will that thou af firm conftantly ((aith St, 
Paul to Titus)that they which have believed inGod might 
be Careful to maintain good works : theſe things are 
200d and profitable untomen, You cannot do more 
good untorthe Church of God, you cannot more pro- 
fit che people of God, by your gifts; then by 
prefling effeually theſe two grear points, Faith, 
and good works, Theſe are good and profitable un- 
to MEN, 

Inſomuch that the excellent King would ſay, I 
bring an ear to heay others; I'bring a conſcience ro 
hear Sazdeyſon, And the throng of Auditors in 
Court and Country was ſo fixed and attemive up- 
on thedeep, rational , and knowing Emanarions 
of his foul, as if they expeRed new Rulesof Life 
from-that great Searcher of Rules and Laws. His 
great care was, (0-to dire&t his Heart, his Tongue, 
* his Endeavourin the exerciſe of his Miniftry, both 

lick and private, that by Gods bleſſing upon 
is Labours, he might be enabled to advance Gods 


glory; 


S2Rt1 Os 
At Cons- 


VOCATIONS. 


(34) 
plory, to promote his truth, to benefit his Church, 
to propagate all Chriſtian Duties , to diſcharge a 
good conſcience in the mean time z and at the laſt, 
make his account with comfort at tne appearing 
ot the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Y 

From the year 1624, to his death, there wasno 
Convocation, or Aſſembly, or Treaties, buthe was 
called ro, as a man of deep Obſervation in the pub- 
lick detects of the Church z of great prudence in 
applying remedies ſuitable to thoſe detcAs, in the 
fcar of God and love of his truth, ſoas became a 
man of Learning, Gravity, anda good Conſci- 
cnce, in ſogrand Concernments as imported the 
peace of the Church , the ſatisfaQtion and ſalvati- 
on of mens ſouls, For which Meetings he prepa- 
red himſelf by a view of all Judgements in the 
Controverſies there likely to be debated, which he 
drew up into Tables ſti]l ro be feen, thar he might 
try all things , and hold taſt that which 15 good. 
Where-ever he appearcd , whether in the Schoo], 


or in Convocation, or ina Committce, (as at rhe 


Dean of #eftminiter, March 21, 1640,) his mode- 
ration was known unto all men : 

I. In thoſe five Points controverted fo much in 
Ergland as well as Holland, of, 1. Predeſtination 
2, Reprobationz 3. Univerſal Redemprion 3 
4. Eftcual Grace; and, 5. Perſeverance : he 
pitched upon fuch a mean as Biſhop #ſher , —_ 
Dauenant , Bilhop Oteral aimed at, and the excel- 
lent Dr, Hammond approved of , as appears in his 
Lerters of Accord with that incomparable Do- 


for, 
2, As 
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2, As tothe Popiſh Controverſies and Adver- 
{aries,he had fo far pity and charity for thoſe plain 
and honeſt-hearred people of that way , as cither 
their errours or ignorance in ſome things nor fun- 
damental, did not betray themeither to unbelief 
or preſumption , or to final impenirency , or im- 
morality , or uncharitableneſs. He was herein of 
Biſhop &ſher's minde , in-his Sermon before King 
James an Wanſted. 

3. As to our Reformation : he had a great e- 
ſteem forthe Moderation of it, a great Veneration 
for the Inſtruments employed of God in it, and a 
rent love of that wholtiome way of Doarine, Lite, 

cvotion and- Government then compoſed : not 
that he was ſuch a Formaliſt , burthar he wiſhed 
an alteration of ſome Words , Phraſes , and Me- 
thod and Order, to which change of times, or 
Language, or the like , might zzvitez though he 
judzed all alterations in ſuch grand and eſtabli- 

ed Concerns of Religion , ſhould be done by 
the publick Spirit, Counſel and Conſent of the 
Prophets, Prince and People. 
4.4. As to Conformity to the Church, although 
no man more eminent then he for Orthodox Divi- 
nity , and orderly Conformity , yer it any outof. 
{crupleor tenderneſs of conſcience was leſs farisfi- 
cd with ſome things, no man had a more tender 
heart to pity and pray for them ; none had a 
entler and more powerful way to win and per- 
wade thoſe that were capable, ingenious and ho- 
nelt, Indeed he would ſay as Biſhop Brownrig, 
That zothing was leſs to be flickled for or agamfp,. 


enen- 
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* then Ceremontesz and yer that nothing was to be 
ſtickled for more then Obedience to Governours 
enjoyning even the {malleſt Ceremonies : nor for 
the worth of the Ceremony , but'for the Obedi- 
ence duc to Authority tor confcic nce fake, 

5. Inthe bulineſs of Church-governmem, as he 
was t00 knowing to queſtion, ſo he was too honeft 
-ro deny the univerſal Cuſtoms and Practice of the 
Church of Chriſt, tn all ages and-places tor 1506 

years for Epiſcopaciez yet was he paſſionately 
inclined to any fair and fraternal accommoeation, 
that humble, orderly and worthy Miniſters might 
have all cheir,and Biſhops no more thanwas their 
due by Scriprurc, primirive Cuſtoms, by the Laws 
of the Land, and by principles of order and true 
government among. all ſocieties of men, As his de- 
monltrattons for Epiſcopacie were potent, his 
per{waſtons patherick : ſo his deſigns were upright 
| and juſt , his deportment fo fatherly and friendly, 
11 that he was able to reclaim all rational, ſober and 
| honeſt men, 
11 SeR. 11., In all revolutions, as he had eſpouſed principles 
| His Con- conſtant to truth and duty, ſo he ftood firm to his 
| fancie yrinciples,as a judicious and conſcientious man, as 
| ani P4- 4 wiſc and honeſt man,where he ſawScriprure and 
| | = - Lawtycdhimup: bearing up with his great abi- 
| 
| 


HR licies againſt the ſtream , while Reaſon could” be 
i heardz and afterward retyring within himſelt , 

| and wrapping himſelf in innocence and patience : 
more afteted with the publick {ins and miferies, 
than his own ſuffering : Alwayes as cheerful as 
one that had the conrinual feaſt of a good cor- 
ſcience 
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ſcience, 4nd the happtneſs to learn in what ſiate ſoever 
he was, therewithall to be contented, and to know how 
patiently ro wart , and how wilcly and foberly to 
abound. TWP | 
Nothing troubled him more, than tnar he 
was layd aſide and made uſeleſs, when a whole 
Nationdefired to imploy.him, and many eminent 
Perſons (as the Honorable Mr. Boylez165 g) endea- 
voured by all means to contrive a way , wherein 
he might communicate his excelent notions to the 
world, He was a man of whom the world was 
not worthy ; How willing were men ro have more 
of that man ,' who had compoſed {o many excel- 
lent Sermons as they read > who had written thoſe 
judicious pieces De juramento & de obligatione Con- 
ſctentie 'which they enjoyed. > who: had penned 
the ; Satisfactory Reaſon and Judgement of the 
Univerſity of Oxford againit the Covenant, which 
they peruſed 2 who attained that exaQneſs in con- 
troverſies, which in the Letrers of accord to Dr, 
Hammond they obſerved > What reaſon would 
have ſuppreſſed this warth 2 What peaple would 
have deprived this man? \Vhar Government wuuld 
have laid aſide fo much reaſon, judgement and 

moſt u{etul Learning > $1:.91 | 
As he wentthrough all condictons prudently,pa- 
tiently, faichtully and honouravly : ſo ne fulfilled 
all relations conſcientiouſly, 1, He was a good, 
faithful, render and loving, diſcreet husband, as I 
rake it, of one VVife, with whom he lived ſome 
years cotntortably, ro whom he ' incruſted his 
Houſhold-aftairs intirely z whom he troubled 
not 


nor with unneceſſary buſineſs above her capacity. 
«He was more for an honourable Marriape, then 
<« ſuch anaffeted Ccelibacy ,as was leſs confiſtenr 


«with ſanCity , and leſs able to bear off thoſe 


houſhold-cares and other intercurrent troubles, 
which.a -Mintſters condition and charge brings 
with ir,' 2, Hewasa good tather, prudent and 
indulgent tO ' his 'children, exemplary before 
them: conſtantly recommending love and amiry 
to them ; and wiſely diſpoſing them according to 
their capacities 'aud' rempers , and devoting 


themto- God + and giving them his bleffing , and 


ſcartcritig 'among them excellent rules of living 
and dying. 3, He was a provident, careſu], ten- 
der and difcreer Maſter, dirc&ing each Servant 
to his peculiar advantage in his ſervicez reckoning 
nothing fo much his honour , as Gods bleſſing up- 
on his thriving Servants, 4, He was a moſt cx- 
cellent friend, punctual, honeſt, uſeful, and com- 
municative. 5, He was a Loyal Subj, by no 
conſiderations to be moved from his dutiful re- 
ſpc&s ot fideliy, _ love and obedience due 
to his Soveraign from him , as a Chriſtian, and a 
Church-manz he denyed any capacity in Chriſtian 
Subje&s to reliſt thoſe in authority , under any 
etence whatſoever , there beinga neceſſity for 
obeying,in doing, or ſuffering for conſcience ſake, 
as he exprefſeth himſclf honeſtly and rationally 
in his pretace ro Biſhop Kſhers Book of Powey and 
Obedjente. | : 
He was made Biſhop by his Majeſties gracious 


favour , with the univcrlal vore of all good men, 


anno 


anno 1660, as who expected, his Pridence, Conn- 
ſel, Equanimity and Moderation equal with 11s 0- 
ther Aovilities, mighrc allay Animoltcics, cloſe Dif- 
ferences, heal mens Diftempcrs, and work a right 
Underſtanding; all men imagining his Gravity 
might awe , his Goo.Inel(s oblige , his Moderation 
temper, his Reaſon perſwade, and his approved 
Sincerity prevail upon all men otherwiſe minded: 
tor he was not onely (as I cold you) a man of much 
Learning and Reading, bur of a mature Knderſtanding, 
and a mellww J&dgement in all matters Politick and 
Prudential7” both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. Inſo- 
much chat it was thought , if his excel{entrempet 
had ſooner been added as an allay ro ſome other 
mens horteſt ſpirirs, poſſibly we had nor feen things 
run to that diforder and ruine ; his Gravity and 
Diſcretion being likely to allay and fix the Cler- 
py to a due temperament , (guiding ſome mens 
well-meaning Zeal by fuch Rules of Moderation as 
might beſt preſerve the Government and Conſticue 
tion of chis Church and Kingdome,)' © © © + 
In this place he 'ſetled himſelf moreto'comply 
with the publick good, then hjs own inclinatiohs : 
looking up to him' who caHled him tothe Office of 
a Bifhop, rhat great and good work , for direction 
and afiftance in all the intricate Aﬀairs thas were 
before him. ad FL ROUS '! C31 
1, He had this advantage of other men, that 
whetrheentred upon that employment which lay 
open tothe envy and malice oft fo many, chat his 
Life was fq ſpotleſs , his integrity fo eminent, thar 
Partiality it ſelf could nor —_ him; he being a 
2 man 


» 
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man of ſolid worth, in 47 was nothing dubious 
_ or dark,nothing various or inconſtant,nothing for- 
mal or aftc@ed z nothing as to his publick carriage 
that was {uſpeaed ,. nothing that needed palliatror 
or apologie. I never heard of any thing ſaid or 
done by him , which a wiſe and good man would 
have wiſhed not ſaid, or undone, As Diogenes con- 
tured hum who allowed not motion , by ſaying no- 
thing , but walking before his eyes : {ſo this excel- 
lent per{on neglected the ſuggeſtions of people diſ- 
aftezted againſt his Order, bur walked garily and 
circumſpectly in his Calling, really ſhaming thoſe 
Cavils by his Converſation, I9H 
His greatneſs prejudiced not his humility and 
diligence 2 the meanecſt Miniſter had free accels to 
him ;.the meancſt ſcrvice had ſome time allotted 
ro it : EyaygeliZatit manu  Scriptione ;, by his in- 
ſtruction , reaching the Clergy to preach z by his 
inſtruQtion, teaching the Laity to live, Hereby he 
overned hearts, ruling the Church as Chriſt him- 
{clf by the Word, and making, men yeild him a 
crue and willing Obedicnce, reverencing God in 
_:: he: il | "oY 
\  Painful,pious and peaceable Miniſters;through- 
out his Vario , wcre his chiet Favourites : he 
looked them out of their xerirements, to bring them 
ro employment and preferment, He very. dif- 
crectly bc{towed the Incourageryents he had in. his 
Diocefs,.on perſons of moſt reputed piety, ſuffici- 
ency and u{cinlnes. . |. 2-14 
As hewas very careful to prefer ggod men that 
he toundin Orders ,, ſo he was as carcful go admir 
| oo. * - none 
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none but good men to Orders z leſt , as he would 
ſay, he ſhould have reaſon (with him who made a 
dangerous man Prieſt ) to wiſh he had laid his 
hands rather oz the Brieys then on ſuch & mans head, 
For gheir Parts , he truſted onely his own ſudge- 
ment; for their Converſation, he truſted ſuch men 
of known integrity, as gave their Teſtimonials not 
out of courrelie but conſcience : and he would ſay, 
© That whoſoever gives a Certificate, enters into 
&« bonds with God and the Church, under a heavy 
< forteiture to avouch the honeſty of the party re- 
« commended ; and, as Jab for Berjamin, they 
< become ſurettes for the young man to his father, Nor 
« lexxhem (as one ſaith) think to avoid the bond, 
<« and make it bur a blank , with that clauſe, So far 
& forth as we know for what (aith the Apoltic > 
« God 1s not mocked, 

He was caretul and happy in ſuppreſſing the in- 
novations he met with in DoGrine and Diſcipline; 
mildly winning men, rather chen ſeverely puniſh- 
ing them : ſuch Offenders as were unhappy in de- 
ſerving , were yet happy in doing penance in his 

reſencez who aimed not at their ſuffering, bur 
initruction ; who would not have them undone, 
but reclaimed and reformed : and when he was 
ſevereſt to the fault, he made ir appear he was kind 
to the mar, 

Church-cenſures of, 1. Admonirion, 2, Ex- 
communication, 3. Aggravation , 4, Penance, 
5. Abſolution, were by him ſeriouſly and ſolemnly 
uſed, with great reverence, and on great occaſions, 
thatrhey might be reſtored ro:the Primuriveelicem 


.and veneration, He 
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He employed his power wholly in Church-af- 
fairs, medling as little as he could with Afﬀairs of 
Scare : not tua he was unable ro manage them,bur 
that he thought them unwortity ro be managed by 
him : onely ne: would endeavour a good uiderſtan- 
ding berween Prince and People : yet he rather ad- 
mircd then condemned ſuch reyercnd and able per- 
{ons , who are (trengthned wich that which would 
diltract him z making\the concurrence of Civil and 
Temporal power in themſelves , ſupport one'ano» 
ther, 


Thus this good man was, in my judgement, the 
Ile of an excellent Prelate z coming up cxaRly to 
that excellentcharacter of a Biſhop, asove among 
men the moſt ſober, among Chriſtians the mott 
rel1g10us, among Preachers the molt exact, among 
Scholars the moſt uſctul , among Minitlters the 
moſt taichtul , among Governours the moſt modc- 
rate, among Martyrs the moſt patient and con- 
ſtant ; who when he had diſcharged his conſcience 
honeſtly, ſerved his Prince ſucceſsfully , aſſiſted 
rhe Church induſtriouſly,gone through all charges 
renownedly,leaving nothing behind him juſtlyro be 
blamed, or finifterly ro be {uſpected, bur all things 
deſcrvedly commended by wiſe and ſober Chriſit- 

ans , bequeathing to Poſterity Principles of Go- 

vernment clearly ſtated and rationally expreſſed, 

with the general ſorrow of the Church , bur his 

own great ſatisfation , was taken away withan 

happy Ezthanaſia , compoſedly , peaceably and 

comfortably departing, giving himſclt ro _—_— 

| edt- 
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Meditations z and Diſcourſes, which his own 
ſtrength could bear , or others kindneſs could rea- 
ſonably afford him , full of the grace and peace of 
God, and confirmed (as Dr, Reynolds, &c.) by the 
Abſolution of the Church, ( which belongs to all 
thar dic in the true Faith, and bleſſed hope of peni- 
rent (inners ) he calmly rendred his holy , devout 
and precious ſoul ro God that gave ir, in atime 
when, with Biſhop Bazcreoft, he could ſay, Eo tem- 
ports occubut quo mallem rationem Epiſcopatus coram 
Deo dare, quam Epiſcopatum coram homintbu exercere, 


i —— — _ — ——_ ——_— ——— — y———_—_— 


Qurus damnaverit eam qui duabu potentiſſimis rebus 
defenditur jure & mente,—— Quin, 


mm——orr__ mumowg— _—_—_— or—_—_  ___—_—_—_ ny — ——— 


And thus, S:r, it I have done nothing elſe,T have 
made it appear that I am ſo much at your devori- 
on, that I chuſe rather to expoſe my ſelf, then diſ- 
pleaſe you z and venture attheſe few Remarques 
of chis admirable perſon, rather then retuſe a com- 
pliance withyou in what would be fuch ſatisfa&i- 
on to you, and{uch advantage (as you ſay) tothe 
Pablick : eſpecially contidering that publick good 
was the great deſigne of this worthy Biſhops borh 
Preaching and Living, V Vriting and Government, 

I could with I were able to pay my reverence to 
his great Vertues in publiſhingthem tothe world ; 
In the mean time,devoting to your delight this 1m- 
perte , yer afte&ionate and well-meanrt Account 
of that great Learning and Prudence Jg_ 

an 
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and Zeal, Sincerity and Integrity, Humility and 
Charity , Conſcience and Exa@neſs ,- which are 
worthy of all mens imication,and ſhall be my great 
pattern by Gods afſiſtance; by whoſe grace it I may 
Iive what I have writ, Ihave attained what is the 
{crious and juſt ambition of 


Your moſt bumble 


Servant 


[8 | D, F, 


Biſhop Sanderſon, 


Two things I have always had in my Care, 
TRUTH and PERSPICUITTY: ( for where- 
unto clſc ſerveth that awauicipurwrxy 3 wherewith 
God cndued man , but to ſpeak Keaſos , and be wn- 
deritood 2) 


King Charles, 


I bring my E AR to hear others, Ibring my 
CONSCIENCE tohear Sanderſon, 
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CLIIRCHEEHSEE EILSEESETE 


Bilhop Sanderſon 


HIS 


JUDGMENT 


IN ONE 


VIEW 


FOR THE 


SETLEMENT 


OF THE 


CHURCH: 


Ueſt. How far we #1ay Indulge good and god- 
ly men of tender conſciences diſſenting from 


7 in liberty of Conſcience. 

Anſw. Firſt, beſ es that all parties pretend to 
Godlineſs 5 Papiſts, Anabaptiſts, and what not? 
(even the late-ſprun ng. up generation of Levelers, 
whoſe Principles are ſo deſtructive ofall that Onder 
and Jaſtice by which pblick ſocieties are ſuppor- 
ted, do yet ſtyle themſelves, as by a kinde of pe- 
chliarity; The "Godly; ) And that ſecondly, it is 
the caſyelt thing inthe world, and nothing more 
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common then for men to pretend Conſciexce,when 
they are not minded to obey: I do not believe 
thirdly, (though I am well perlwaded of the god!:- 
neſs of many of them otherwile,) that the refuſal of 
indifferent Cerewonies enjoyned by Lawful Autho- 
rity, is any part of their Goalineſs; or any good 
fruit, evidence, or ſign thereof. But certain it is 
fourthly, that the godlieſt men axe wer, and know 
but in part 3 and by the power of gedlneſs in their 
hearts, are no more ſecured from the poſlibility of 
falling into Errowr through 1gaeoranee, then from 
the potlibility of falling into Sin through 1nfirmzty, 
And as for Texderneſs of Conſcience fifthly, a molt 
gracious blefled fruit of the holy Spirit of God, 
where it is really, and not 7 pretexce only, nor 
miſtaken, (tor lureit is no very tender Conſcience, 
though ſometimes called ſo, that ſiraineth at a 
Gat, aud ſwalloweth a Camel: ) itis with it, as with 
other tender things very ſubject to receive harme, 
and ſoon put out of order. Through the cunning 
of Sata, it dangerouſly expoſeth men to tempta- 
tions on the right band : and through its own apti- 
tude to entertain and to chertſh #nncceſſary ſcru- 
ples, it ſtrongly diſpoſeth them to liſtex thereunto 
ſo long, till at the laſt they are overcome thereof. 
Needtul it is therefore, that in the publick teaching 
the Erronrs ſhould be ſometimes refuted, and the 
Temptations diſcovered : And this ever to be done 
ſeaſonably, ſober!y, diſcreetly, and convincingly 3 
and when we are to deal with men whoſe Conſci- 
ences are (lo far as we can diſcern) truly _ 
wit 
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with the ſpirit of weekreſe and Compaſſion. For 
tender things muſt be terderly dealt withall, or 
they are loſt. I know it is not allwayes ſo dome : 
nor carr we expeCt it ſhould. All preachers are ne1- 
ther {0 charitable, nor ſo prudent, not fo conſcien- 
tious as they ſhould be: And they that are ſuch in 
a good meaſure, are ze ſtill ; and may be tran/- 
ported now and then through cboncad infirmity, 
beyond the juſt bounds of moder ation. 

Queſt. Whether good men ſhould be ſuſpended 
fromthe exerciſe of their miniſtry, and deprived of 

their livelybootf, which are ow all hands ackrow- 
ledged indifferent: and inded in compariſon to the 
work of the miniſtry are but trifles, however ſome 
men dote on them. 

Anſw. Let Ceremonies (ſecondly) be as very 
Trifles, as any man can imagine them to be; yet 
Obedience ſure is no. Triffe. They mis-(tate the 
Queſtion, when they talke of preſſing Ceremonies. 
It 1s Obedience (formally) that is required : Cere- 
monies not otherwiſe preſſed,” then as the matter 
wherein that obedience is to be exerciſed. If a 
maſter appoint his ſervant to do ſome {mall matter 
that he thinketh fit to have done, though init lelte 
of no great momentz yet he will expe to be 0- 
bezed: and it is great reaſon he ſhould. If in fuch 
.cale the ſervant ſhould reſufe to do the thing ap- 
pointed, becauſe he hath »o minde thereunto; and 
ſhould receive a check or correction for ſuch refu- 
ſal: could he either ſufficiently excuſe his own 
fault, or teaſonably complain of his waſter for dea- 
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ling hardly with him, by ſaying the thing was but 
aTrifle © Is it not evident, that the thing which 
made ihe maſter angry, and the Servant an offen- 
der in that caſe,wasnot( preciſely and formally )the 
Icaving of the thing #xdoze,(which had it not been 
commanded, might have been left #-doxe without 
any fault or blame atall; ) but the reſuſing to do it, 
when he that had a riebt to his ſervice commanded 
him 2 Wherefore Thirdly, rhat which is ſaid of 
ſome mens doting {o extreamely on Cercmonics, 
might have been well enough ſpared. 1 know no 
true ſon of the Chupgch of England, that doteth upon 
any Ceremony, whatſoever opinion he may have of 
the decency or expediency of tome of them. If any 
do; ct him anſwer tor himſelf. Among wiſe men, 
he will hardly pals for a wiſe rar, that doteth upon 
any. Nor will he, I doubt, prove a much wiſer 
man, that runsinto the contrary extream, and ab- 
horretb all. It 1s true Fourthly, that there have 
becn long and #zkinde quarrels abour theſe things; 
More 1s the pitty! but where is the fault? To whom 
is the beginnyR, and to whom the continuance of a 
quarrel rather imputable ? to him, that demandeth 
his right? or to him that with-holdeth it from him? 
For this is the plain Caſe in ſhort : The Biſhops(ander 
the King) require obedience to the Lawes Eccleſia- 
tical, theſe men refuſe to give it. So began the 
quarrel at firſt 5 and upon the {ame terms It corti- 
wued, If the Obedience challenged were indeed 
due to theſe Laws 3 then did our Brerhren both be- 
giz the quarrel, and hold 3t oz : 1t it were not, = 
mu 
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muſt the whole blame lic upon them that claimed 7t 


xjuſily,and not upon them. So that in the winding 
up of the buſineſs, the whole Controverſie will de- 
volve upon this point 3 Whether to the Laws Eccle- 
ſraſtical obedience be due or nor? For:the right de- 
rermining whereof, (for ſo much as 12; 1s conteſt on 
all hands, that 0bediedce 18 duc to Lewful authority 
commanding lawful things ) two other points are to 
be reſolved 3 the one concerning the anthority by 
which the Conſtitutions were made; the other 
concerning the lawfulneſs of the things therein re- 
quired 5 The Presbyterians of the Kirk, flatly and 
direfly deny both : Ours, lels forward to declare 
their vpinion in the former point, have choſen ra- 
ther to ſtand upon the /utter only. And fo the point 
in iſſue 1s briefly this z Whether the thivgs com- 
manded (and particularly the Ceremonies ) be law- 
ful, yea, orno. 

When for decency,order,or uniformity's ſake any 
conſtitgtions axe made concerning ceremonies,there 
is the ſame eceſſzty of obeying ſuch Conſtitutions, 
as there is of obeying other /awes made for the good 
of the Common-wealth concermng any other indif- 
ferent things. T hat ſuch receſ/zty, either in the one 
or the other, ariſeth not properly from the antho- 
rity of the 1nmediate Lawgiver 3 but from 1he 
Ordinance of God, who hath commanded us to 
obey the ordinance of men tor hisſake. That fuch 
neceſſity of obedience notwith{tanding, the things 
remain in the ſame i#differency as befare 3 Every 
way in reſpect of hes Nature, and quoad Rev, 

2 (1x 
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(it being not m the power of accidental relations 
to change the xatares of things :) and even in re- 
ſpect of their Uſe, and quoad nos, thus far, that 
there 1s 4 biberty left for men, upon extraordinary 
and other juſt occaſions, ſomtimes to do otherwiſe 
then the Conſtitution requireth, extra caſum Scan- 
dali & Contemptus:. A liberty, which we dare not 
cither take ous ſelves, or allow to others, in things 
properly and abſolutely necc{lary : Upon. which 
very account (1 mean the conlideration of 
the indifterency of the things in themſelves) and 
upon which account alone it 1s, that many of the 
Epiſcopal (that 1s to ſay, the true Engliſh Prote- 
{tant) Divincs, who ſadly rgſent the voting down 
of the Liturgy, Fetivals, and Cercmonies of the 
Church by ſo many former Laws eſtabliſhed, 
heartily deſired heretofore the continuance, and 
as heartily (till wiſh the reſtitution, and are (by 
Gods help) ready with their Tongues, Pens and 
Sufterings to maintain and juſtifie the Laywful uſe 
of the ſame: do yet lo far yield to the {way of the 
times, and are perlwaded they may with a good 
Conſcience ſo do, as to forbear the ute thereof in 
the publick worſhip 3 till it ſhall ſeem good to 
thoſe that are in place of authority either to reſtore 
them to their former ſtate: (as 1t 1s well hoped , 
when they ſhall have duly conlidered the evil con- 
ſcquentsof that Vote, they will,) or at leaſtwiſe 
and in the mean time to leave them arbitiary, for 
men, according to their ſcyeral difterent judge- 
rents, to uſe or not to uſe, which ſcemeth but 
realon- 
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reaſonable, the like favour and liberty in other 
kinds having been long allowed to almolt all 0- 
ther (orts of men, though of never to diſtant per- 
{waſzons one from another. Laſtly, That all Laws 
made concerning Ceremonies or other indifferent 
things, whether C7v4l or Eccleſtaſtical, are mutable: 
and 35 they wereat firſt made by humaze authority, 
lo. may they from time to time be by humane au- 
thority abrogated and repealed. And then and 
thencetorth they loſe their obligation: whereby the 
weceſſuty of yielding obedience thereunto wholy 
cealeth and determineth 3 and the things thereby 
commanded or probibited,return to their primitive 
and natural i»differency, even in their Uſe allo,and 
in reſped of us. | 

But in the Caſeof our Church now it is far orher- 
wile.Cap,Surplice,Croſs,Kingand other Ceremonies, 
which are the Matter of our difterences, though 
they be things indifferent for their nature, and 27 
themſelves: yetare not ſo for their #ſe, and »nto 
#5. It the Church had been filent, if Authority had 
preſcribed nothing herein, thele Ceremonies had 
then remained for their ſe, as they are for their 
nature, indifferent : Lawfni, and ſuch as might be 
»ſed without fin 3 and yet Arbitrary, and ſuch 9 
might be alſo forberx without fin. But men mul 
grant (though they be unwilling, 1t yet they w1' 
be reaſonable) that every particular Church bat 
power for decency an orders ſake, to ordain an: 
conſtitute ceremonies. Which being once oxdaine; 
and by publick authority enjoyned, ceale to | 
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mdifferent tor their uſe, though they remain ſtill ſo 
tor their mature : and of ind:fferent become 10 ne- 
ceſſary, that neither may a man without {in refuſe 
them, where Authority requireth 3 nor #/e them, 
where Authority reſtraineth the uſe. 

. Neither is this acceſſion of Neceſſity any 'im- 
peachment to Chriſtian Liberty ;- or inſnaring of 
mens conſciences aslome bave objedted. For then 
do we enſnare mens conſciences by humane conſti- 
tations, where we thruſt them upon men as if they 
were divine; and bind mens conſciences to them 
immediately, as if they were immediate parts of 
Gods worſhip, or of abſolute neceſſity unto falva- 
tion. This Tyranny and Vſurpation over mens Con- 
ſciences, the Phariſees ot old did, and the Church 
of Rome at this day doth exercile,and we juſtly bate 
in her, equalling, if not preferring her Conſtitutions 
to the Laws of GOD. /But our Church (GOD be 
thanked ) is far from any ſuch 1mpious preſumpti- 
on : and hath ſufhciently declared her (elf by ſolemn 
proteſtation, enough to ſatishe any ingenuous im- 
partial judgement, that by requiring obedience to 
theſe ceremonial conſtitutions, (he hath no other 
purpole,then to reduce all ber children to an order- 
ly confirmi!y in the outward worſhip of God 3 ſo far 
is ſhe from ſeeking to draw any opinion, either of 
divine neceſſity upon the conſtitution, or of effetFual 
holineſs upon the ceremony. And as for the preju- 
dice which ſcemeth to be hereby given to Chriſtian 
liberty, itis fo {lender a conceit, that it feemeth toy 
bewrayan the objeCors a deſire, not ſo much of 


ſatisfa@ion, 
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ſatisfaGion, a+ cavil. For firſt, the liberty of a 
Chrittian to al: inditterent things,is in the Afand and 
Conſcience: and is then infringed, when the Con- 
ſcience 1s bond and (trained, by iwpoling uponit 
an vpinion of 4odrinal Neceſſity: But 1t 18 no wrong 
to the Liberty of a Chriſtian mans conſcience, tov 
Lind him to oxtward obſervation tor Orders fake ; 
and to impule upon him a xeceſſrt y of Obedzence. 
Which one diſtinction of De@rizal and Obediential 
Nece)jz1y well weighed, and rightly applyed, 1s of 
it [cit ſuthcient to clear all doubts in thus point. For, 

to makeall reſtraint of the outward man in mat- 
ters zndifferent an impeachment of Chriſtian liber- 
ty; what werc it e}{e, but even to bring flat Ama- 
baptiſme and Anarchy into the Church? and to 
overthrow all bord to ſabjefior and obedince to 
lawful authority ? | i cleech you conſider, wherein 
can the immediate power and authority of Fathers, 
Maſters,and otlicr Kulers over their intertours con- 

lilc 5 or the due obedience of inferivurs be thewn 
towards them - if not in theſe indifferent and Ar- 
bitrary things? For, things abſolutely neceſſary. as 
commanded by. od, we are bound to do; whether 
humane Authority requireth em, or No : and things 
abſolutely Unlanjel, as prohibited by Gcd, weare 
bound z0ot 10 40; whether humane Authority for- 
bid them, or no. T here arc none other things left 
then, wherein to expres proper! 'y the Obedience 
GUC co ſuperivur Authority, then thele [ndaf/ erent 
thngs. And it a Father or Maſter have power to 
praſcibe tw bis Child or Servant in inditicrent 
H tl:r LS 
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things 3 and ſuch reſtraint be no way prejudicial to 
Chriſtian liberty 1 them : Why ſhould any man, 
either deny the like power to Church-Governours, 
to make Ercleſtaſtical-conſtitutionr conceraing in- 
clitterent things? or interpret that pow r to the 
prejudice of Chriſtian Liberty? And again Second- 
{y.Men muſt underſtand,that it is an errour to think 
Ceremonies and conſtitutions to be things wcerly 
in different : | mean 1n the general. For howſoever 
every particular Ceremony be indifferent; and every 


particular conſtitution arbitrary and alterable z yet 


that there ſhould be lome Ceremonies.it is neceſlary 
Neceſ/:tate abſoluta, in as much as no outward work 
can be performed without Ceremonial circumſtan: 
ces, ſome or other : and that there ſhould be ſome 
Cinſtitutions concerning them, it is alſo neceſlary 
(though not ſ1mply and abſolutely, as the former 3 
yet ex hypotheſi, and) neceſſitate covenientie. O- 
therwiſe,ſfince ſome Ceremonies mult needs be uſed; 
every Pariſh, nay every man would have his own 
faſhion by himſelf, as his humour led him : where- 
of what other could be the iflue, but infinite d- 

ra&ion, and unoxderly confuſion in the Church ? 
And again thirdly, to return their weapon npon 
themſclvesz If every reſtraint in indiffer emt things 
be injurious to Chriſtian liberty : then themſelves 
are injurious no leſs by their negative re{traint from 
ſome Ceremonies, Wear rot, Croſs not, Kneel not, 
&c. then they would bave the world believe our 
Church is by her poſitive reſtraixt.unto theſe Cere- 


monies of wearing, and croſſing, and kneeling, &c. 
Let 
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Let indiflerent men judge, nay let themſelves that 
are parties judge, , whether 1s more injurious to 
Chriſtian Liberty 3 publick Authority by mature ad- 
vice commandiug, what might be torborn: or pri- 
-ate ſpirits through humorous diſlikes, forbidding 
what may be uſed : the whole Church impoling the 
uſe, or a few Brethren requiring the forbearance of 
{uch things, as are otherwiſe and in themſelves e- 
qually indifferent for uſe, or for forbearance. 

But they ſay, owr Charch makes greater matters 
of Ceremonies than thus 3 and preferreth them even 
before the moſt neceſſary duties of preaching & ad» 
miniſtring the Sacraments: 1n as much as they are 
impoſed upon miniſters under pain of Suſpenſrox 
and Deprevation from ther Mwnſterial FunGions 
and Charges. Firſt, for actual Deprivation 3 | take 
it, unconforming Miniſters have no great cauſe to 
complain. © Our Church, it 1s well known, hath 
** not alwayes uſed that rigour ſhe might have 
* dene. Where ſhe hath been forced to proceed 
* asfar as deprivation! the hath ordinarily by her 
<fair, and flow, and compaſſionate proceeding 
* therein, ſufficiently manifeſted her unwillingnets 
*thereto: and declared her (elf a Mother every 
way indulgent cnought to {uch 11|-nurtured Chil- 
dren, as will not be ruled by her. Secondly, thoic 


that are ſuſpendedor deprived ; ſuffer it but juſtly 


for their obſtinacy and contempt For howtocver 


they would bear the world in hand, that they arc 


the only perſecuted ones, and that they ſuffer tay 


their conſciences: yet in truth, they do bus abuk 
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thecredulity of the ſimple thereinzand herein(as in 
nany other things)jump with thePapiſts, whomthey 
would feem aboveall others moſt abhorrent from. 
t or as Seminary Prieſts and Jeſuits give it out that 
tlicy {uſter forteligion; when the very truth is, they 
are juſtly executed for their prodigious Treaſons, 
and ftelonious or teacherous praiſes againſt lawful 
Princes & Eltates: $0 the brethren pretend they are 
perſecuted tor their conſciences 5 when they are in- 
deed but juſtly cex/xred for their obitinate and per- 
tinactous contempt of lawtul authority. For it is not 
#he refuſal of thee Ceremonies they are deprived 
tor,vtherwile then as the matter wherein they ſhew 
their contempt : it 18 the contempt it iclf, which for- 
merly and properly ſubjeCteth them to juſt Eccleſta- 


ſtical cenſure of Suſpenſion or Deprivation./ And 


contempt of authority, though in the ſmallelt matter 


deſerveth no {mal puniſhment : all authority tiaving 


been ever {ollicious (as it hath good reaſon) above. 
all things to vindicate and preſerve it felt from co7- 
tempt by inflicting ſharp puniſhments upon cox- 
temptuons perſons in the ſmalleſt matters, above all 
other ſorts of offenders in any degree whatſoever. 
Thus have we ſhewed and cleared the firſt and 
main difference betwixt the caſe of my Text, and 
the caſe of our Church, inregard of the matter : the 
things whereabout they ditiered, being every way 
indifferent > Ours not 1o. | 

The determination of Sxperiours may and ought 
to reſtrain us in the outward exerciſe of our Chri- 


pianliberty. We mult ſubmit our ſelves ta every 


Ordinance 
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Ordinance of man, ſaith St.Peter, 1 Pet. 3.13, and 
it is neccflary we {houla do ſo : tor ſo is the will of 
. God, Ver.15. Neitheris it againſt Chriſtzaz [averty 
it wedo ſo; for weare {tl] as tree as betore : rather 
1t we dont fo,. we abuje our liberty for a cloak, of 
m1Uiciouſneſs, as it tolloweth there, ver, 16- And 
St.Paul telleth us we muſt needs be ſubject, not only 
for fear, becaute the Magittrate carryeth not We 
Sword in vain, but alſo for Conſcience ſake, becauſe 
the powers that are, are ordained of God. | hs 
duty, ſo fully prefled and ſo uniformly by thele 
two grand Apoltles, is moſt apparent in private ſo- 
cieties, Inatamily, the Maſter, or Fater familigs, 
who is a kind of petty Monarch there, hath, autho- 
rity to preſcribe to his Children and ſervants inthe 
ule of thoſe indifferent things whereto yet they, as 
Chriſtians, have as much liberty ashe. The jervart, 
though he be the Lords free-man, yet is limited in 
his dyet, lodging, livery, and many other things by 
his maſter : and he is toſubmit himielt tobis Ma- 
[ters appotatment ih theſe things, #h0ugh perhaps 
in his private affeF10 he had rather his Malter had 
appointed otherwiſe :- and perhaps withall 19 his 
private judgement, doth verily think it fitter his 
Matter {hould appoint otherwiſe. If any #47 ins 
der colour of Chriſtian liberty,(hall teach otherwiſe, 
and exempt ſervants from the obedicnce of theip 
maſters \n (uch things : St.Paul ina holy indignatt- 
on inveigheth againſt ſuch a man, not without ſome 
bitternels, jn the1aſt Chapter ot this Epiſtte,as one 
that is proud, and knoweth nothing.as he ſhould co, 
| H 3 Ht 
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bat doateth about queſtions and ſtrife of words, &&c. 
Vere 3. 5. 

Now look what power the maſter hath over his 


ſervants tor the ordering of his fazrity; no doubt 


the ſame at the leaſt, it nut much more, hath the 


ſupreme magiſtrate over his ſubjeFs, tor the peace 


of the Common-wealth : the Magiſtrate being 
Pater Patri, as the Maſteris Pater familias. Who- 
ſoever then ſhall interpret the determinatiens of 
magiſtrates inthe ule of the Creatures tobe contra- 
ry to the liberty of a Chriſtian: or under that colour 
ſhall exempt zxferionrs from their obedience to 
{uch determinations, he mult blame Saint Pawl ; 
nay he mult blame the holy Ghoſt, and not us; ifhe 
hear from us that he 1s proud.,and knoweth nothine, 
and doxteth about unprolitable &xeſtions. Eurely, 
but that experience ſheweth usit hath been fo, and 
the Scriptures have foretold us that it thonld be lo : 
that there ſhould be differences, and (idings, and 
part-takings in the Church : a man would wonder 
how it ſhould ever fink mto the hearts and heads 
of ſober under{tanding men, to deny either the po- 
wer m Superiours to ordain, or the nece{jaty 1n In- 
feriours to obey Laws and con{titations, fo reſtrai- 
ning us1n the ule of the Creatures. 

Neither let any man chenſh his ignorance herein: 
by conceiting, as if there were ſome difference to 
be made between Civil and Feeleſtaftcal Things, 
and Laws, and Perſons in this behalf. The truth 
'2, our liberty is equalin both 3 the power of Supe- 


riours fo reſtraint equatin both, and the meceſfrty of 


obedience 
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obedience in Inferiours equal to both. No man: 
hath yet been able to ſhew, nor 1 think ever ſhall 

be, a real and ſubſtantial difftrence indeed, be-. 
tween them to.make an inequality. But that ſtil, 

as civil-magiſtrates have ſometimes, for juſt poli- 

tick reſpetts, prohibited ſome trades, and manu- 

factures, and commodities, and enjoyned 6ther- 

ſome. and done well in both : fo Churnh-Gover-- 
v0urs may upun good conſiderations, (ſay it be 

but for order and uniformiries ſake, ) preſcribe the 

times, places, veſtments, geſtures, and other Cere- 

monial circumſtances to be ulcd in Eccleſtaſtical 

Offices and aflemblies. As the Apoltles in the fi 

Conncil holden at Jeruſalem in 4s 15. laid upon 

the Churches of the Gentiles for a ttme, a reſtraint 

from the eating of blood, and things ſacrificed to 

1dols, and ftrangled. 

Thus we ſee our Chriſtian liberty uuto the Crear 
tures, may without prejudice admit of ſome re- 
ftraints in the ontward exerciſe of it : and namely 
from the three reſpetts, of Chrifttan Sobriety, of 
Chriſtian charity, and of Chriſtian Duty and Obedts 
ence. But. now in the comparing of theſe roge- 
ther 3 when there ſeemeth to be a repugnancy be- 
tween one and another of them, there may. be ſome 
difficulty ; and the greateſt difficulty, and which 
bath bred moſt trouble, is m comparing the caſes 
of ſcandal and diſobedience together, when there 
ſcemeth to be a repugnancy between charity. and 
Duty. Ax for example. Suppoſe ina thing which 
fimply-andinit ſelf we may lawfully according = 

i o 
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ike Liberty we have m Chriſt, cicher uſe or forbear 3 
charity ſeemeth to lay reſtraint upon us one way, 
our weak brother expecting we ſhould forbear,and 
Duty a quite contrary way, Amh:rity requiring the 
ſe: 1n ſuch a caſe what are we to do? It is 
agaiul; © charity to offend a brother; and it is 
agamlt Duty, to dilobey a ſuperionr. And yet 
(cncthiing mil {t Be done : either we mult #ſe, or 
not ujes forvear, or not forbear. For the tintying 
of this knot, ( which, it we will but Jay things right- 
ly together : 5 hath not in It {0 much hardneſs as 1t 
ſcemcth to have; )let this bc our ſeventh [ofition. 
in theaufe of the creatures,and all indiffcrent things 
we ought to beir agreater regard to our publike 
Governours, than tovur privete Erethren;, and be 
wore careful to ovey them, than to ſatisfie thelc, it 
the ſame courſe will not in ſome mediocrity latisfic 
buth. Alas, that our brethren who are contrary 
minded, w ould but with thc {pirit of ſobriety ad- 
mit common Reaſon tobe umpire in this caſe : Alas, 
that they would: but conſider, what a world of 
contradit{ions would follow upon the contrary opi- 
nion, and:what a world of confuſtors upon the con- 
trary pradice. Say what can be ſaid, in the be: 
halt of a Frother ;, all the ſame, and more may be 
ſaid for a Govgrupur., For a Gover nour isa Brother, 
tco, and lcmething more : aud Puty is charity too, 
and ſea, ting morc. , If.then | may not offend my 
zrethcr, then certainly ct my Governour : becauſe 
he is 1 y brother two, , being a mar, and a chriſt iſtian, 
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bindeth me to ſatisfie another Brother,cqually bind- 
eth me to ſatishe this. So that, if we go no farther, 
bur even to the common bond of charity, and re- 
lation of Brother-hood ; that maketh them equal at 
the leaſt : and therefore no reaſon, why I thould 
{atishie one that is but a Private Brother z rather 
then the publike magiſtrate, who (that publice rc- 
ſpect ſet aſide) is my Brother alſo. When the Scales 
hang thus even, ſhall not theacceſſion of magiſtracy 
to common Brother-hood in him, and of Duty to 
common charity in me, be enough to caſt it clear 
tor the magiſtrate? Shall a ſervant ina Family, ra- 
ther than offexd his fellow-lervant, ” his Ma- 
{ter? And 1snot a dewble ſcandal againſt charity and 
Duty both (for Duty implyeth charity ) greater thay 
a ſingle ſcandal a ink charity alone ? If private 
men will be offended at our obedience to publike 
Govornours; we can but be ſorry forit : We may 
not redeem their offence by our diſobedience. He 
that taketh offence where none is giver, ſuftaineth 
a double perſon 3 and muſt anſwer for it, both as 
the giver and the taker. If offence be taken at us, 
there is no woe to us for it, if it do not come by us 3 
Woe to the man by whom the offence commeth : and . 
it doth not come by us, if we do but what 1s ous 
duty to do. The Axle is certain and equitable 3 
The reſped of private ſcandal ceaſeth, where law- 
ful authoritydetermineth our liberty : and that re- 
ftraint which proceedeth from ſpecial Duty, 15 of 
ſuperiour reaſon to that which proceedeth but 
from common charity. 

| I Queit. 
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Queſt. Whether the King and Parliament oneht 
to Impoſe any more upon ws, in matters of Religion 
than js lmpolcd in the Scripture : or whether every 
6ne ought not to be left to ſcrue God, according to his 
Leſi apprehenſuons ont of the Scripture. 

Anjw. The Opinion 1s, that to do any thing at 
all without direction fromthe Scripture 1s uniawful 
and finfu]. . Which if they. would underitand only 
of the ſub{tzntials of Gods worſhip, and of the exer- 
cilcs of ſpiritual and ſupernatural graces, the afler- 
tion were true and {ound : but as they extend it, 
to all the ations of common life whatſoever, whe- 
ther natural or civil, even {ſo farre as\to the taking 
vp of a ſtraw : ſoit is altogether falſe /and indeten- 
ſible, I marvel what warrant they that fo teach 
have from the Scriptare for that very doctrine : or 
where they are commanded {0 to believe or teach. 
One of their chicteſt refuges is the Text. we now 
have in hand : but I ſhall anon drive them from 
this ſhelter. The other places uſually alleaged ſpeak 
only, either of divine and ſupernatural truths to be 
believed, or elſe of workes of grace or worſhip to be 
performed, as of neceſlity unto ſalvation : which 
15 not to the point in iſſue. For it 1s freely con+ 
felled, that inthings of ſuch nature the Holy Scrips 
tare 1s, and ſo we are toa« count it, a moſt abſolute 
ſufficient direion. Upon which ground we hear- 
tily rejet all humane traditions, deviſed and 1n- 
tended as ſupplements to the doFrine of faith con- 
tained inthe Bible, and annexed as codicils tothe 
holy Teſtament of Chriſt, for to ſupply the _ 
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thereof. The queſtion is wholly about thingsin 
their nature idzfferert, ſuch as are the uſe of our 

food, raiment, and the like; about which the com- 

mon ations of life are chiefly converſant : Whether 

in the choice and uſe of ſuch things, we may not be 

ſometimes ſufficiently guided by the light of reaſor 

and the common rules of diſcretiox : but that we 

muſt be able, (and are ſo bound to do, or eMe we 

ſizne) for every thing we do in ſuch matters, or de- 

duce our warrant from ſome place or other of 
Scripture. 

Before the Scripture were written it pleaſed 
GOD by viſtons, and dreams, and other like reve- 
lations,nmmediately to make known his good plea- 
ſure td the Patriarches and Prophets, and by them 
unto the people : which kind of Revelations (ſerved 
them to all the ſame mtents and purpoſes, wheretg 
the ſacred Scriptures now do us;viz.toinſtruft them 
what they ſhould believe and do for his better ſer- 
vice, and the furtherance of their own ſalvations. 
Now as it were unreaſonable for any man to think, 
that they either had or did expect an immediate 
revelation from Godevery time they eat, or drank 
or bought, or ſold, or did any other of the common: 
ations of life, for the warranting of each of thoſe 
particular aCtions to their conſctences: no leſs un- 
reafonable it isto think, that we ſhould now expe 
the like warrant from: the Scriptures for the doing 
'of the like ations. Withont all doubt tbe Law of 
nature, and the light of reaſon, was the rulewhereby 
they were guided'forthe moſt part in ſuch _—_— 
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which the wifdome of God would never have left 
Mm them or us, as a principal relique of his decayed 
image in us, if he had not meant, that we ſhould 
make ule of it, for the direFior of our lives and 
aonsthereby, Certainly God never infuſed any 
power into any creature, whereof he intended not 
ſome 4c Elſe, what ſhall we fay of the Indies 
and other barbarousnations, to whom God never 
vouchlated the lively Oracles of his written word ? 
Muſt we think that they were left a lawleſs people, 
without any Axle at all whereby to order their 
ations © How then come they to be guilty of 
ftranſgrejſron £ tor where there is 20 Law, there can 
be otranſgeſſuon. Or how cometh it about that 
their conſciences ſhould at any time or in any caſe 
either accuſe them, or excuſe them, if they had no 
exide nor rule tofwalk by?But if we muſt grant they 
had « Kxle,(and there is no way, you ſee, but grant 
it we muſt; ) then we muſt alſo of neceſſity grant 
that there is ſome otherRnle for humane actions be- 
fides the written word: for that we preſuppoſed 
theſe nationsto have wanted. Which Axle what 
other could it be, then the Law of the Nation and of 
richt reaſon, imprinted in their hearts | Which is 
as truly the Law and Word of God, as 1s that which 
is printed ##: our Bibles. Solong as our aFions are 
warraxted either by the one or the other, we can- 
not be ſaid to want the warrant of Gods Word : Nec 
differet Scriptura an ratione conſiſtat, laith Tertul- 
lian ; it mattereth not much from whether of both 
we have our direFien, {o long as we have it from 
either. | You 
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You ſee then thoſe men are fn a great errour, 
who make the holy Scriptures the ſole rule of all 
humane aCtions whatſoever. For the maintenance 
whereof, there was never yet produced any piece 
of an argument, either from reaſon, or from au- 
thority of holy writ, or from the teſtimony either 
of the ancient Fathers, or of other claſlical Diviwes 
of later times 3 which may not be clearly and abun- 
dantly anſwered, to the ſatisfation of any rational 
man not « xtreainly fore-potleſſed with prejudice. 
** They who think to ſalve the matter by this witi- 
** gation ; that atlea(t wiſe our ations ought tobe 
* framed according to thoſe general rules of the 
* Lawof Nature, which are here and there in the 
Scriptures diſperſedly contained ; (as viz. That we 
* ſhenld do, as we would be done to; That all things 
* be doue decently and orderly, and unto edificati- 
* 085 That nothing be done agaiuſt conſcience, and 
«thelike : ſpeak ſomewhat indeed to the truth, 
* but little to the pxrpoſe. For they conſider not, 
< Firſt that theſe general Rules are but occaſtorally 
< and incidentally mentioned in Scripture 3 rather 
*to manife[t unto us « former, than to lay upon us 
© a new obligation. "Secondly, that thoſe rules had 
* been of force for the ordering of mens actions, 
* though the Scriptare had never expreſſed them : 
* and were of ſuchforce, before thoſe Scriptures 
* were written, wherein they are now expreſſed. 
< For they bind not originally q#a ſcripta, but qe 
© ;uſta, becauſe they are righteous, not becauſe 
© they are writtew. Thirdly, that an action con- 
I 3 © formable 
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&-formable to theſt general Ruler mightnot be con# 
© demned as ſifxl, although the doer thereof 
{ < ſhould look at thoſe rules meerly as they are the 
wi <« dictates of the law of nature ; and ſhould not be 
[|| © able to vouch his warrant tor it from any place of 
& $cripture, neither ſhould have at the time of the 
if « doing thereof any preſent thought or conlidera- 
| « tion of any ſuch place, I he contrary whereunto, 
< | permit to any mans reaſonable judgement, if it 
| | © be not deſperately raſh and uncharitableto affirm. 
| «© Laftly,that if mensactions done agreeably to thoſe 
& rules are (aid to be of faith, precilcly tor this rea- 
« ſon, becauſethoſe rules are contained in the word: 
« then it will follow, that before thoſe particular 
e Scriptures were written wherein any of thoſe 
< xales are firſt delivered, every ation done accor- 
* ding to thoſe rules had been done withont faith, 
« (thcre being as yet #o Scripture for it 3) and con- 
© ſequently had been a fin. So that by this doctrine 
«it had been a fin (before the writing of 
« S$, Matthews Geſpel) tor any manto have done to 
<* others as he would they ſhould do to him ; and 
© jt had been a fin(before the writing of the former 
& Fpiftle to the Corinthians) for any man to have 
© done any thing decently and orderſy > iuppoſing 
© theſe two Rules to be in thoſe #wo places firſt men- 
< tioned : becaule (this ſuppoſed) there could then 
© have been no warrant brought from theScriptures 
< fos ſo doing. | 
* Well then, we ſ{eethe former Opinion will by 
* no means hold, neither in the rzzour of it, nor yet 
cc in 


' (67) 
in the mitigatioh. We are therefore to beware of 
it 3 and that ſo much the more heedfully, becauſe 
of the evil conſequents and effcfts that iftue from it : 
to wit, a world of ſuperſtitions, uncharitable cen- 
ſares, bitter contentions, contempt of ſuperiours, 
perplexities of conſcience. Firſt, it filleth mens 
heads with many ſuperſiztious conceits, making 
them to caſt i-xprrity upon ſundry things, which yer 
are lawful to as many as uſe them lawfully. For 
the taking away of the indifferency of any thing 
that is indifferent, is in truth Superſiztion : whether 
either of the two wayes'it be done, either by requi- 
ring it as neceſſary, or by forbidding it as unlawful. 
He that condemneth a thing as #tterly unlawful, 
which yet indeed is indifferent, and ſo lawful, is 
enilty of ſuperſtion, as well as he that enjoyneth a 
thing as abſo/ntely neceſſary, Which yet indeed is 
but indifferent, and fo arbitrary. They 'of the 
Church of Rome, and ſome in oxr Church, as they 
g0-upon quite contrary groxnas, yet both falſe ; 10 
they run into quite-contrary errours, and both /x- 
perſtitions. They decline tov much on the lefr 
hand, denying to' holy Scripture that perfe&or 
which of right it ought to have 3 of containing all 
appertaining to that' ſupernatural dofrine of faith 
and holineſs which God hath revealed to hisChurch 
for the attainment of evertiſting ſalvation : where- 
upon they would impole upon Chriſtian people, 
and that with an opinion of neceſſity, many things 
with the Scriptures require not : and that 1s a S#- 


perſtition. Theſe wry too much on the right hard, 
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aſcribing to the holy Scripture ſuch'a kind of perfe- 
Gion as1t cannot have; of being the ſole directour 
of all humane aFions whatſocver : whercupon they 
forbid unto Chriſtian people, and that under the 
name of ſize, (undry things which the holy Scrip- 
ture condemneth not ; and that is a ſ#perſtition 
tOO. 
From which Saperſtition proceedeth in the ſe- 
cand place wncharitable cenſaring : as evermore 
they that are the moſt ſuperſtztiows, are the molt ſ#- 
percilieus. Nolſuch levere cenſurers of our bleſied 
Saviours perſon and aCtions, as the ſwperſtitious 
Scribes and Phariſees were. In this Chapter the 
{ſpecial fault, which the Apoſtle blameth in the 
weak ones, (who were ſomewhat ſuperſtitionſly af- 
feted,) was their raſh and uucharitable judging of 
their brethren. And common and daily experi- 
ence among, our ſelves ſheweth how freely | pak 
men ſpend their cenſure upon ſo many of their 
brethren, as without ſcruple do any of thoſe things, 
which they upon falſe grounds have ſaperſtitionſly 
condemned as #tterly nnlawful. 

And then thirdly, as unjuſt cenſures are com- 
monly entertained with ſcorz and contumely; they 
that ſoliberally condemn their brethren of prophan- 
neſs, are by them again as freely flouted for their 
preciſeneſs: and ſo whiles both parties pleaſe them- 
ſelves in their own wayes, they ceaſe not mutually 
to provoke and ſcandalize and exaſperate the one 
the other, purſuing their private ſpleens ſo far, till 
they break out into open contentions and oppolitt- 
Ons, 
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ons. Thus it ſtood in the Rowan Church, when 
this Epittle was written. They judged one another, 
aud diſpiſed-one another, to the great diſturbance 
of the Churches peace : which gave occaſion to our 
Apottles whole diſcourſe inthis Chapter. And how 
far the ike cexſurings and deſpiſings have embit- 
tered the ſpirits, and whetted both the tongues 
and pers ot learned menone againſt another in vur 
own Church 3 the (tirs that have been long fince 
raiſed, and are (till zpheld by the factions oppoſers 
again(t our Ecclefiaſtzcal conſtitutions, government, 
ond ceremonies, will not fuffer. us to te ignorant. 
Mot of which {tirs, I verily perſwade my elf, had 
been longere this either wholly buried in filence, 
or at lea{twiſe prettily well quieted,- if the- weak- 
neſs and danger. of the errour whereof we now 


ſpeak, : had been more timely diſcovercd, and 


more fully and ſrequently made knownto theworld 
than it hath been. 


Fourthly, let that dodrine be once admitted, 
and all huarane authority will ſoon be deſpiſed. The 


commands of Parents, Maſters, and Princes, which 


many times require both ſecrecy and expedition, 
{hall be taken into {low deliberation 3 and the equity 
of them ſifted by thoſe: that arc bound: to obey, 


though they know no carfe why, ſo long/as they 
know no cauſe to the contrary. Delicata eſt obed 
Adientia, gue t1 anſit in cauſam delilerat-vam. It 1s 
4. nice obedience in St.Rernards judgement,-yea 
rathettroubleſoxze and odious,! that is over Tufions 
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in diſcu{ſavg the commands of ſuperionrs ; boggling 
at every thing that is enjoyned, requiring a why for 
every wherefore, and unwilling ro ftir until the law- 


fulneſs and expediency of the thing commanded 


thall be demonſtrated by ſome manitelt reaſox, or 
undoubted authority from the Scriptures. 


| Laſily, the admitting of this doctrine would caſt 
{uch a {nare upon men of weak judgements, but 
tender cexſciences, as they ſhould never be able to 
unwind themſelues again. Mens daily occafioxs 
for themſelves or friends, and the necefſeties of com- 
mos life, require the doing of « thouſand things 
within the compaſs of a few dayesz tor which it 
would puzzle the belt Textmar that liveth, readily 
to bethink himſelf of « ſentence in the Bible, clear 
enough to fatisfie a ſcrupulous conſcience of the 
lawfulneſs and expediency of what he ts about to 
do : for which, by hearkening to the rules of zc2/ox 
and diſcretion, he might receive eafie and ſpeedy 
reſolution. In which caſes if he ſhould be bound 
to /xſpend his reſolution, and aclay to do that 
which his own reeſox would tell him were preſent- 
ly needful to be done, until he could haply call to 
mind ſome precept or example of Scripture for his 
warrant : what ſtops would it make in the courſe 
of his whole life? what {angsi/birgs in the duties 
of biz calling ? how would it fill him with doubts 
and irreſokutions, lead him into a maze of wrcer- 


tainties, ehim ina world of woful perplex- 
des, and {wi the great mercy of God, and 
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better inſtruQion 3 plunge him irrecoverably ints 
the gulph of deſpair ©Since the chief end of the 
publication of the Goſpel, is to comfort the hearts, 
and to revive and refreſh'the ſpirits of Gods people 
with the -gtad tidings of Yzberty from 'the ſpirt of 
bond1ge and fear, and of gracious acceptance with 
cheir GOD 3 to anoint them with the oy! of gfadneſs 
giving them beauty for Aſhes, and inſtead of ſack 
cloath girding them with joy : we may well ſufpedt 
that doFrine not to be Evengelical, which thus 
ſetteth the conſciences of men upon tbe rack, tor- 
tureth them with continual fears and perplexities, 
and prepareth them thereby unto helſh diſpaire. 


Queſt, What are the dreadful conſequences of 
{crupling ſozze indifferentthings? 


Anſw. Althouugh difference of judgenrent ſhould 
not alienate our affeFiors one from another : yet 
daily experience ſheweth it doth. By reaſon of 
that ſelf-love, and ervey, and other corruptions 
that abound in us; it is rarely ſeen that thofe men 
are of oxe heart, that are of two mindes. St. Paul 
found it fo with the Remars in his time : whileſt 
fome condemned that as xrlawfat, which others 

>, practiſed as lawful; they judged one another, and 
_— diſpoſed one another, perpetually. And I doubt 
not, but any of us, thatis any-whit-like 3cquain- 
ted with the wxetched — of qo Bebe 
"may eabily conclude how-hard+thing 2% ar atlft 
| K 2 pothble 


(72) 
poſiible, .) not to think ſomewhat hardly, of thoſe 
men, that take the lzberty to do ſuch © things a+ we 
" judge xxlawful.., As tor example. If we ſhall 
<« judgeall walkzrg into the fields, d:ſcourſing oc- 
* caſsenally on the occurlences of the taymes, dreſ- 
* þng of meat for dinner or (npper, or even mader- 
© ate recreations.ou the Lards day, to be grievous 
** prophanations af the Sabbath; how, can we chuſe 
** but jzdee thoſe men that uſe them to be grievous 
*prophaners of Gods Sabbath £ And it {uch our 
© judgment concering the things ſhould after prove 
* to be erroneows ; then can it not be avolded, bur 
* that ſuch our judment alſo concerning the perſoxs 
* muſt needs be wncharitable. 


Secondly, This miſ-judging of things filleth the 
would with endleſs nicetics and d/putes 3 to the 
great diſturbance of the Churches peace, which to e- 
very good man ought to be prectous. The mul- 
tiplying of Books and writings pro and con, and pur- 
ſuing of arguments with heat and oppoſition, doth 
rather lengther, then decide controverlides; and 
inſtead of deſtroying the old, begetteth new ones : 
whiles they that are i» the wrong ont of obltinacy 
will zot, and they that-{tayd for the truth out. of 
conſcience dare zot, may not yerld; and fo {till the 


war goeth On. 


And as to the publick peace of the Church, fo is 
there alſo thirdly. by this means great prejudice 
done to the peace and tranquillity of private wear 
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conſciences? when by the peremptory do@rines of 
ſome ſtrict and rigid maſters, the ſouls of many a 
wel-meaning marr are miſerably diſquieted with a- 
thouſand wreceſſary ſcruples. And driven ſome- 
times into very woful perplexities. Surcly it can- 


be no light matter, thus to lay heavey burdens upon 
other mens ſhoulders, and to cait aſrare upon 
their confciences, by making the narrow way to 
Heaven narrower then ever God meantit. 


Fourthly, hereby Chrittian Governours COME to 


be robbed of a great part of that honour that is due. 


unto them from their people 3 both in their AﬀeGt- 


ons and SubjeFion. For when they ſhall ſee caule 
to exercile over us that power that God hath left 


them in indifferent things, by commanding ſuch or 


ſnch things to be done ; as namely, wearing of a. 
Surplice, kneeling at the communion, and the like: 


if now we in our own thoughts have already pre- 
judged any of the things ſo commanded to be un- 
lawful ; 1: cannot be. . 


Queſt. If theſe things be fo, how comes it to paſs 
that [6 many godly men ſhould incline ſo much to 
this way £ | 


Anſw. But you will ſay, if theſe things were ſo, 
how thould it then cometo paſs that ſo many men 
pretending, to Golineſs, (and thouſands of them 
doubtleſs ſuch as they pretend ;, for it were an uns 
charitable thing to charge them all with Gr 
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ſhould ſoften ard fo grievouſly offend this way ? 
To omit thole two more #niverſal canſes ; Almigh- 
ty Gods permiſſion kirlt, whoſe good pleaſure it is, 
for ſundry wile and gratious ends, to exercife hjs 
Church during her warfare here with hereſtes and 
' ſcandals : And then the witlineſs of Satan, who 
cunningly obſcrveth whither way our hearts incline 
molt, to looſneſs, or to ſtriFneſs ; and then frameth 
his temptations thereafter : So he can but put as out 
of the way ; it is no great matter to him, ox whether 
hand it be : he hath khzs end howſoever. Nor to in- 
fiſt upon ſundry more particular cauſes : as nameiy, 
a natural proneneſs in all men to ſuperſiition : in 
many an affeation of ſingularity, to go beyond the 
ordinary tort of people 1n ſomething or other ; the 
difticulty of ſhunning one without runnivg into the 
i contrary extream 3 the great force of education and 
cuſtome ; befides manifold abuſes, offences and pro- 
vocations, ariſing from the carriage of others; and 
the reſt : ] ſhall note but theſe two only, as the tw 
great fonntains of Errour, (to which alſo moſt of 
the other may be reduced, ) Terorance and Partia- 
lity : from neither of which Gods deareſt ſervants 

and children are in this like wholly exempted. 


Tenorance firſt is a fruitful mother of Erronrs. 
(Te erre not knowing the Scriptures, Matth.22, Yet 
not ſo much, Greſ5 Ignorance neither: I mean not 
that. For your meer 1gnero's,what they erre, they 
ere for company: they judge not atall ; neither ac- 


cordivg to the epearance, nor yeh righteous Juage- 
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ment. They only run ox with the berd, and follow- 
as they are led, be it right or wrong 3 and never 
trouble themſelves farther. But by Teworance I 
mean weakxeſs of judgement, which conliſteth in a 
diſproportion between the affeF1ons, and the under- 
ſtanding : whena man is very earneſt, but withall 
very ſhallow : readeth much, and heareth much,and 
thinketh that he knoweth much, but hath not the 
judgement to ever truth from falſhood, nor to diſ- 
cern between a {ound argument ang a captious fal- 
lacy. And fo'tor want of ability to examine the 
ſoundneſs and ftrength of thoſe principles, from 
whence he ftetcheth his couclxfions ; he is calily car- 
ried away, as our Apoſtle elewhere ſpeaketh, with 
vain words,and empty arguments. AsSSt. Auguſtine 
{aid of Donatw, Rationes arripnit he catcheth hold 
of ſome reaſons, (as wranglers will catch at a {mal 
thing, rather then yezld from their opinions,) ques 
conſiderantes, weriſtwiles eſſe potins quam veras 
IRUCHim MT : _ ſaith he, we found to have more 
fhew of probabilityat the firſt appearance, then ſ#b- . 
faxce of truth Ther they re wel conſidered 
of. 


And 1 dare fay, whoſoever ſhall peruſe with a 
judicious and unpartial eye molt of thole Pamwplets, 
that in this daring age have been thruſt into the 
World againſt theCeremonies of the Church,agamſt 
Epiſcopal Government ; (to paſs by things of leflex 
regard and uſctulneſs, and more open to acception 
and absſe, yet © far as 1 can underitand, unjuitly 
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condemned as things atterly unlawful ; fuch as are 
luſorious lots, dancing, Stage-plays, and ſome other 
things of like nature 3) When he ſhall have drained 
out the bitter inve@7ves, unmannerly jeers, petu- 
lant gxirding at thole that are in authority, unper- 
tinent di/greſſzons, but above all thoſe moit bold 
and perverſe wreſtings of holy Scripture, where- 
with ſuch books are infinitely ſtuffels, he ſhall find 
that little poor remainder that is left bebind, to 
contain nothing but vain words and empty argu- 
ments. For when theſe great undertakers have 
ſnatcht up the bucklers, as if they would make ir 
good againſt all comers, that ſuch and ſuch things 
are utterly unlawful; and therefore ought in all 
reaſon and conſcience, to bring ſuch proofs as will 
come up to that concluſion : Quid dignum tanto ? 
very ſ{eldome ſhall you hear from them any other 
arguments, then ſuch as will conclude but an 1#: 
expediencyat the moſt. As, that they are apt to 
grve ſcandal ;, that they carry with them an appear- 
ance of evil, that they are often occaſpons of ſin; 
that they are #ot command in the Word 3 and fuch 
like, Which 0bjeJions, even where they are juſt, 
are not of force, (no not taken altogether, much 
leis any of them finely.) to prove a thing to be vt- 
terly unlawful. And yet are they glad many times, 
rather then ſit out, to play very /mal Game, and to 
make ulſc of Arguments yet weaker then thele, and 
ſuch as will not reach ſo far as to prove a bare inex- 
pediency. As, that they were invented by Heatherrs; 
that they have been abuſed in Popery5 and _ 
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ſuch like, Which to my underſtanding is a very 
ſtrong preſumption, that they have taken a very 
weak cauſe in hand, and ſuch as is wholly deſtitute* 1 
of ſound prook. 


Quelt. Whether what the King and Parliament 
have determined may be altered to fatisfie private 
wen, | 


Anſw. While things are 1n agitationzprivate mew 
may, if any thing ſeem to them 7zexpedient, mo- 
deltly tender their thowghts together with the rea- 
ſons thereof, to the conlideration of thoſe that are 
in-authority : to whoſe care and wiſdom it belong- 
cth, in prelczibing any thing concerning indifferent 
things, to proceed with all juſt advilednets and 
moderation:that ſo the Sxbject may be encouraged 
to perform that obedience with cheertulneſs, whi ch 
of neceſiity he mult pertorm howſoever.It concern- 
th Superiours theretore to look well to the expe- 
diency, and inexpediency of what they enjoyn in 
different things. Wherein it there be a fault, ir 
mult lie upon their account : the xecejſuty of obed 1- 
enceis to us a ſufficient dilcharge in that behalf. 
Only it were good we did remember, that they arc 
togive up that account to God onely, and ot to 
5. But after that things are once concluded: and 
eſtabliſhed by publick authority, As paſled and 
Conſtitutions made concerning the ſame, and the 
will and pleaſure of the higher powers ſufficiently 
made known therein: then tor private wen 'to put 
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m their vye, and with »ſeaſoxable diligence to call 
in queſtion the decency or expediency ot the things 


 ſoeſtabliſhed, yea with 7#tolerable pride, torefulc 


obedience thereunto meerly upon this pretenfion, 
that they are undecent or inexpedient 5 1s it (elf in- 
the moſt 7zdecent and inexpedient thing that can 


beimagined. 


For that the fear of offending 4 private brother, 
1s a thing not cnn{1derable in com-parifon of the du- 
ty of obedience to a publike Goverxour:, might be 
ſhown ſo apparantly by ſundry arguments, if we 
had time to enlarge and z/luſtrate them, as might 
{ufhciently convince the judgement of any man not 


. wiltully obſtinate in that point. I ſþall only crave 


leave briefly to touch at ſome of them. Firſt then, 
when Governonrs ſhall have appointed what ſeem- 
ed to them expedient 5 and private men (hall re- 
tuſe to obſerve the fame, pretending it to be 7ex- 
pedient : who fhall judge thereof ? Either they 
themſclves that take the exceptions mult be judges; 
which is both unreaſonable and prepoſterous: or 
elſe every man mult be his own judge, which were 
to overthrow all Government, and to bring in a 
confuſion, every man to do what is good iz his own 
eyes: or Elſe the known gavernours mult judge 3 
and then you know what will follow, even to ſ#b- 
mit and obey. 


Secondly, to allow men under the pretence of iz- 


expediency, and becauſe of ſome offence that = 
c 


A 


(79) 


be taken thereat, todisobey laws and conſtitutions 
made by thoſe that are in authority; were thenext 
' way to cut the finews of all authority, and to 
bring both Magiſtrates and Laws into contempt. 
For what Law ever was made, or can be made ſo 
Juſt and lo reaſonable, but ſome man or other et- 
ther did, or might take off:ncethereat ? And what 
man that 1s difpoſed to di/obey, but may preten: & 
inexpediencyor other, wherewith to countenance 
out fuch his 4i/ obedience. 


Thirdly, it 1s agreed by conſent of all that han- 
dle the matter ot Scandal, that we may not com- 
mit any (in whatſoever, be 1t never fo (mall, tor the 
avoiding of any ſcandall, be 1t never {o great. But 
to diſobey lawful authority in lawful things, is a (#22 
againlt the fiftþ Commandement. Therefore we may 
not 1edeem a ſcardall by ſuch our diſobedience z 
nor refuſe to do the thing commanded by ſuch au- 
thority, whoſoever {hould take offence thereat. 


Fourthly, though lawfulneſſe and unlawfulneſſe 
be not, yet expedzency and inexpediency are (as we 
heard) capable of the degrees of more and leſſe ; 
and then 1h a'l reaſon, ct two inexpedieut things we 
are to do that whichi1s /eſſe inexpedient, for the a- 
voiding of that which 1s morc izexpedient, Say 
then there be an inexpediency in doing the thing 
commanded by authority,when a Brother 1s there- 
by oftended ; is there not a greater z#expedzency in 
not doingi\t, when the Magiſtrate is thereby diſa- 
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beyed ? It is not more expedient, and conducing 
to the common good, that a publick Magiſtrate 
thould beobeyed in a juſt command, then that a 
private perſon ſhould be. gratified in a cauſeleſſe 
- ſcruple, ; 


Fiſihly, when by refuſing obedience to the law- 
full commands of our 'Swperzonrs, we think to 
ſhun the offending of one or two weak brethren; we 
do intruth incurr thereby a tar more grievons ſcan- 
dall, by giving offence to hundreds of others: whoſe 
conſciences by our Diſobedience will be embold- 
ncd to that, wheteto corrept nature 1s but too tov 
prone, to affront the Magittrate, and deſriſe the 
authority. 


Laſily, where we are not ablc to diſcharge both, 
debts of juſtice axe to be payed, before debts of cha- 
rity. Now the duty of obedience 18 debitum juſtitie 
and a matter of right , my {uperiour may challenge 
itat my hands as is dxe ; and 1 do him wrong it I 
with-hold it from him. But the care of not giving 
offence is but debitum charitatis, and a maiter but 
of courtefie, I am to pertorm 1t to my brother i# 
love, when I ſee cauſe: but he cannot challenge it 
from meas his right : nor can jultly ſay I do him 
wrong, if I negle(t it. Itis theretore no more law- 
full tor me, to diſebey the Jawtul command of a 
Superionr, to prevent thereby the offence of one or 
a few brethren : then it is Jawtull for me to do one 
man wrong, to do another man a courteſie withall; 
or 


or then it isJawtful for me torob the Exchequer, to 
rclieve an Hoſpital. | 


I ſee not yet how any of theſe ſx reaſons can be 
fairly avoided : and yet, (which would be conli- 
dered,) it but any one of them hold good, it is 
enough to{carry the eauſe : And therefore I hope 
there need be no more ſaid in this matter. To 
conc]ude then, for the point of pradiſe, (which is 
the mainthing | aimed at in the choice of thjs Text, 
and my whole meditations thereon, ) we may take 
our direction in theſe three Rules ; eafte to be un- 
derltood and remembred, and not hard to be ob- 
ſerved in our practiſe,if we will but bring our good 
wils thereunto. Firſt, It God command, we muſt 
ſubmit without any more adoe ; and riot trouble 
our {elves about the experiency,or ſo much as about 
the unlawfulneſs tor both Abraham never diſpu- 
ted whether it were expedzent for him, not yet whe- 
ther 1t were [awfal tor him to ſacrifice his ſon or no, 


when once 1t appeared to him. that God would 
have ito. 


Secondly, If our Superiours,cndued with lawful | 


authority thereunto, cammand us any thing; we 
may &(where we have jaſt cauſe of doubt)we onght 
to enquire into the #rlawfulneſs thereof. Yet not 
withſtanding ſuch anxioxs curioſity, asif we delired 
to find out ſome loop-bole whereby to evade3 but 
with ſuch modeſt ingenuity, as way witneſs God 
and the world the unteigned lincerity of our defires 
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both to fear God, and to honour thoſe that he hath 
ſt over us- And if having uſed ordinary moral 
diligence bona fide to informe our ſelves the beſt 
we can, there appear no wrlawfulneſs it it 3 we are 
then alfoto [na and obey without any more adoe 
never troubling our {elves farther to eaquire whe- 
ther it be expedzent yea or no. Let them that com- 
24nd us look to thar : for it is they mult anſwer 
for 41, and not we. 
Lut then thir: -Aly, where authority hath left us 
free; no command, either of God, or of thoſe thit 
arc {ct over us und< r God, having preſcribe4 any 
thing to us in that behalf; thereit is at our own (+- 
berty and chogce, to do as we {hall think good. Yet 
arc we not Ictt 10 loole, as that we may do what we 
liir, ſo as the thing be but lawfl ; (for that were 
lice ntiouſneſs, and not [zberty:) but we mult ever 
do that. which according to the exigence of pre- 
Jen circumſtances, (10 taras all the wiſdovre and 
charity we have will (ſerve us to judge, ) ſhall ſeem. 
CO wuS mojt expedient, and profitable to mutual Edj- 
fioctzow. This is the way : God give us all grace 
to walk in it. So ſhall we bring glory to him, and 
to our {elvcss comport : fo ſhall we turther his work, 
07\vard, and our own accourt at the latt. 
Qucit. Whether they that have taken the Cove- 
nant #2ay Renonnceit £ 
frjw. Thirdly, beware of engaging thy left to 
{4n. Itisateartul thing, when (in hath got « ye 
up0n a man, Thenis one properly 77: the ſnare of 
!ye Devil 3 when he hath him as1t were 10 a — 
an 
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and may lead him captive to what mcaſure of pre- 
ſumption he will. And ſundry wayes may a man 
thus entangle himſelf: by a Verbal, by a Keal, by 
a Sinſul Engagement. He ſhall do- belt to keep 
himſelf out ot all theſe ſzares. But if once he be 
in; there isno way out again but one: even this, 
To looſe his pledge, to break in ſunder the bond 
wherein he is tied, as Sawpſondid the erecn wilths, 
and to caſt away thoſe cords from him. 

A man hath bound himſclt raſhly by ſome pro- 
miſe, vew, or covenant, to do ſomething he way not 
4s, or not to do ſomething he onght to do. He is 
now engaged nalin : the Devil hath got this tye 
upon him. And though his conſcience tell him he 
cannot proceed without ſz: 3 yet becauſe of his 
Vow, or his Oath, he is wilfal, and muſt on. It 
was Herods Caſc ; for taking cf the Baptiſts head. 
It was againſt his conſcience to doit: for he knew 
he had zot diſcervedit : Ey, and it was againſt his 
minde too to do itz for the Text ſaith, he was ex- 
ceeding ſarry that his neice ſhould put him upon it. 
But yet, faith the (tory withall, for his 0ath ſake, 
and becauſe the great ones about him ſhould nor 
ſay but the King would be as big 45 the word, he re- 
ſolved it ſhould be done, and gave commandment 
accordingly to have it done. This | call 4 Verbal 
Engagement. ' 

Queſt. Whether we Engliſh-men may think our 
ſelves bound by the Solemne League and Covenant £ 

Anſw. Not without betraying the Liberty, which 
by our Proteſtation we are bound, and in the third 

Article 
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Article of this Covenant mult (wear, with our lives 
and fortunes to preſerve. To which Liberty the 
poſition of a new Oath, other then is eſtabliſhed 
by Act of Parliament, it expreſſed in the Fetition of 
Kight, and by the Lords and Commons in their De- 
claraggons acknowledged to be contrary. 

3- Without xcknowledgeing in the impoſers, a 
greater power then, for ought that appeareth to us, 
nath been in former times challenged 3 Or can con- 
lift with our former Proteſtation (if we rightly un- 
derſtand it) in ſundry the moſt material branches 
thereof. 

Neither. ſecondly,are we fatisfted 3 although the 
Covcnant ſhould not be impoſed on us at a],but on- 


1; recommended to us,and then left to our choice. 


1. How we ſhould in wiſedom and Duty (being 
Subjects) of our own accord and free will enter 1n- 
tO a Covenant, wherein He, whoſe Subjects we are, 
IS in any wiſe concerned, without His conſent, e1- 
ticr expretled or reaſonably preſumed. +It being 
in his power (as weconceive) by the equity of the 
Faw, Numb. 30. to annull and make voyd the 
lame at his pleaſure. 

2. How we can (now that His Majetty hath by 
His publique Iterdi# ſufficiently made known 
His pleaſure in that behalfe) enter into a Covenant, 
che taking whereof he hath exprelly forbidden; 
without forfeiting that Obedience,which (as we are 
perſwaded) by our natural Allegiance and former 
Oathcs we owe unto all ſuch His Majeſties Com- 
mands, as are not inour apprehenſtons repugnant to 
the wil of God,or the politive laws of thisKingdom. 
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Queſt. What ſhall a man do that [crnples' in Conſritnct' 
what Authority enjoyns 4s unlawful, 91 
But then #hirdly,if the liberty of the agent be determingd.\ 
by the command of ſome ſ#periour pewer to whom, hg- 
oweth obedience z ſoas he is not now ſui juris ad hee, to do | 
cr not to do at his own choice, but ro do what he is com- 
manaed : this one circumſtance quite altereth the whole | 
ca(e,& now heis bound in con{cience todo the thing com» 
manaed; his doubtfalnueſſe of mind whether that thing be 
lavful or ro, notwithſtanding. To do that wherecot he 
doubteth, where he hath free liberty to leave 1t undone, 
bringeth upon him (as we have already ſhewn) the guile 
of wilfal tranſereſsion : but not ſo where he is not let 
to his own /berty, And where lawful authority preſcriberh 
in alterutram partem, there the liberty a4 #tramgque partem 
contr aditHonis is taken away, from lo many as arc under 
that authority. Tt they that are over them have deter- 
mined-it one wy; it isnot thencetorth any more at their 
choice, whether they will take #44: way, or the contrary : 
but they muſt go the way that is appointed chem withour 
gainſaying or grudging. And if in the deed done at.the 
command of one that 15 endued with lawful authority 
therebe a px, ir muſt go on his {core that requireth ir 
wrongfully, not on his that doth but his duty in obeying. 
A Prince commandeth his S»bjedZs to ferve in his Warres: 
it may be the quarrel is #»ju#, it may be there may ap- 
pear tothe underſtanding of the SubjeR great likeli-" 
hoods of ſuch injuſtice, yet may the S«bjed# for all thar 
fight in that quarrelz yea he is bound in conſcience fo to 
do: nay he is deep ia diſloyalty and treaſon if he refuſe 
the {ervice, whatſoever pretenfions he may make of 
conſcience tor (ſuch refuſal. Neither need that fear trouble 
him leſt he ſhould bring vpon 78 the guilt of —_ 
loves, 
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blood; for the vlood that is unrighteouſly ſhed inthat quar-. 
rel, he muſt anſwer for that ſer hims 0» work, not he that 
ſpilt it: And truly it is agreat wonder to me,thac any man 
endued with underſtanding, and thar is able in any mea- 
ſure to weighthe force of thoſe precepts and reaſons which: 
bind #nferiowrs to yield obedience t9 their ſuperiours , 
ſhould be otherwiſe minded in caſes of like nature. W hat- 
{oeveris commanded us by thoſe whom God hath ſet 0- 
yer us, cither in Church, Common wealth, or F.mily; 
( 9u04 tamen non fit certum diſplicere Deo, ſaith S. Bern: ) 
which is not evidently contrary. to 1he Law and will of 
God,ought to beot us received and obeyed no otherwile, 
then as if God himſelf had commanded ir, becauſe God: 
himſelf hath commanded us to 94ty the higher powers, and: 
' to ſubmit owr (elves to their ordinances, Say it be not well 
don of them tocommand it! Sedenim quid hoc refert tua?” 
faith he, Whatis that to thee 2 Ler them look to that 
whom it concerneth : Tolle quod tuum eſt, & vade, Do 
thou what is thine own pait faichtully, and never troue 
ble thy ſelf further.. Ipſum quem pro Deo habemus, tan- 
am Deum in his que aperte non ſunt contra Deum audire de- 
emus; Bernard \till, Gods Vicegerents muſt be heard 
and obeyed in all things that are not manifeſtly contrary: 
to the revealed will of God. | 
But the thing required is 2g4inf{ my conſcience, may ſom 
lay, and I may not go againſt my conſcience;,tor any mans 
pleaſure. Jadg I pray you what perverſeneſs is this, when 
the bleſfled Apoſtle commandeth thee 70 obey for conſcience 
fake, that thou ſhouldeſt diſobey, & that for conſcience ſake: 
too: He chargeth thee upon thy conſcience to be ſubject, 
and thoupretendeſt thy conſcience to free thee from ſub-. 
kion, This by the way, now to the point. Thou ſayeſt- 
it is 424in# thy conſcience; I lay, again, that (inthe caſe 
where. 
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whereof we tiow ſpeak, the caſc of doubr/ullneſs ) it is not 
agAnſt hy conſcience. For doubting properly is motns in- 
differens in atramque partem contrad:iGitonts , when: the 
wird is held in ſulpence between two ways, uncertainwhes 
ther of both to take ro, VA henthe ſcales hang even (as [ 
{aid before) and inequilibero, without :ny notable: pro- 
penſion or irclicatioh to the one {ide more than co the 
other. And ſurely where things harg thus even, it the 
weight of authority will not ceft the {cale cither way ; we 
may well {uppole, that vither the authority is mace very 
lieht, or elle therc is a great fault in tHe beame, Know 
( brethren) the gain ſajing cenſerence 15 one thing, and the 
donbting-cenſuience another, That which is done repwg- 
B471e conſciextia, the conicience of the doer flitly gainſay- 
ing it, that is indeed againſt a mans conſcience, 'the con» 
ſcience having already palled a definttrve ſentence the 060 
way -:) and no reſpet or circumſtanee whatſoever can 
free it from (in, Bur that which is done dubitante conſci- 
extia, the conicience of the docr onely doubring of it and 
no more; that is in truth no more againſt « mans conſcience 
than with ir, (the conſcience as yet not having paſled 4 
definitive ſentence either way) and iuch an action'm3y ci- 
ther be « finze, or xo inpe ; according to thole qualificati- 
ons which it may reccive from other refpe&s and cir- 
cumſtances, It the conſcience have already paſled « jude- 
ment upon a thing,and condemned itas fimply unlawtull ; 
in that caſe it is true chat a man ovght not by any meancs 
to'do that thing, no not at ihe commana of ary Magi» 
ftrate, no rot although his conſcierce have pronounced a 
wrong ſentence, anderred in that judgement; for thea 
he ſhould do it..regmgzante eonſcientia, he ſhould go dis 
reQlyagzinſt hisown conſciente;, which he ought not to 
do whatſocver come of it, | In fuch a caſe certainly he 
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miy not obey the Magiftrate:yet let him know thus much 
withall, that he finneth too in d1ſobeying the Magiſtrate ; 
from which finnethe following of the judgement of his 
own conſcizuce cannot acquit him. And this is that fear- 
full perplexity whereof 1 ſpake, whereinto many a man 
caſteth himſelf by his own error & ob#inacy, that he can 
neither gowith his conſcience, nor againſt ir but he ſhall 
 finne. And whocanhelp it, if a man will needs cheriſh 
ax errour, and perfiſt in it ? But now if the conſcience be 
onely doubifull whether a thing be /awfull or no,but bave 
not as yet paſſed a peremptory jndgemrnt againſt it, (yea 
although it rather incline xo think it #-lawfull:) in that 
caſe if the Magiſtrate ſhall command it to be done, the 
{objeR with a good conſcience may do it, nay he cannot 
with a good con{cience refuſe to do it, though it be d#- 
bitaxte conſcientid. 

Burt you will yet ſay, thatin dowbtfull caſes rhe ſafer 
partisto be choſen. SoſayItooy and am content that 
ru/e ſhould decide this queſtion ; onely Ict it be rightly 
applyed. Thou thinkeſt it ſafer, where thou doubteſt of 
the unlawfulneſle, to forbear then zo 48: as for example,if 
thou doubreft whether it be lawfull zo kneel at the Com- 
munton,it'ts lafeſt in thy opinion therefore for thee x07 to 
kneel, So ſhould I think too, it thou wert left meerly to 
thine own {:berty. But thon doſt not confider how thou 
art caught in thine own net, and how the edge of thine 
own weapon'may be turned upon thee poitt-blank not to 
be avoided, thus. If authority command thee 78 kneel, 
which whether it be lawful for thee to do, or not; thes 
doubteſt , it cannot chuſe but thou muſt needs dowbr allo, 
whether thou maieſt lawfully diſobey,or not. Now then 
here apply thine own Rule, 7» dubiis pars tatior, and ſee 
what will come of it, Judge, fince thou canſt _—_— 

oubt 
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acubt in both caſes, whether it be not the ſafer of the two, 
to obey doubtingly, than to diſobey doubtingly. Tene cer- 
ram, demitte incertum, 1s S. Gregory his rule: wherethere © 
is acertainty, and an nucertainty, let the uncertainty go, 
ang hold to that which is certain, Now the general is cer- 
tain , that thou art to obey the Magiſtrate 1n all things 
not contrary tothe will of God z but the particular is nn- 
certain, whether the ching now commanded thee by zhe 
Maziftrate be contrary tothe will of God : (I ſay uncer- 
rain #0 sbee, becauſe thou dewbreſt of it) Deal ſafely there- 
tore, and hold thee to that which is certain, and obey. 

But thou wilt yeralledge, that ihe Apoſile here con- 
demneth th&Qoing of any thing, not only with a gaiz- 
ſaying, but even with 4 dewbting conſcience : becauſe 
doubting allo is contrary to faith ; and he tat donbteth is 
even for that condermmed, if he eat, Oh beware of miſ-ap- 
plying Scripture ! 1tis a thing eaſily dong,but not{o eafi- 
ly anſwered, Iknow not any one gap that hath let in 
more and more dangerous errours into theChurch,than 
this : that men take the word, ofthe {acted Text fitted to 
particular occaſions,& to Pefonprionet the times wherin 
they were written;&then epp/y ents themſelvs &others 
as they find them, without due reſpect had ro 1he diferen- 
cesthat may be between thoſe times 8& caſes, & the preſent. 

Sundry things ſpoken of inScriprurcagreeably to that sn- 

fancy of theChyurch,would fort very il wththe Church 

In her fulneſy of frengrh and flatare: & ſundry direQions 

very expedient in times of perſccut4on,and when Þelievers 

lived mingled with 1nfels, would be. yery unſcalonably 

urged where the Church is1n a peacgable. nd | or ing C- 
ſtate, enjoying ths ache -nd living .ug 'f FU teeion 

of gracious and religious F, 3, Thus the a fbrurtous 

that the Apoſtles made conce ;uing Deacons & gw! 8 

thoſe 
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thoſe primitive times,are with much importunicy, but ve- 
1y mportunely withal,urged by rhe Di/ciplinarians: And 
fundry other like things I might inſt-nce,of this kind, 
worthy the diſcovery, but that I fear to grow tedious, 
B: ic fly then, the Apoſtles whole diſcourſe in this Chap: 
ter,and fo whereſoever elle he tou: heth upon the point of 
Scandals, is tobe unda1ſtood on!y inthat caſe whcre men 
arc left ro their own liberty in the uſe of indifferent things : 
rhe Romans,Corinih:is. &% others to whom $S. Paul wricte 
abovt theſe matters,being tot limited any way in the ex- 
Eicilc of their /berty therein by any overruling anthor ity. 
But where the Magiſtrates have incerpoſed, & thought 
g00d upon mature adyice to mpeſe Laws upon thoſe thit 
are under them, whereby their /berth is ( rot infringed, 
25 ſome unjuſtly complain, in the inward judgement, bur 
ply) limited in the omtward exerciſe of it : there the Apo. 
ftolical {ireRtions will not hold in the ſame abjolute man. 
zer,zS they were delivered to thoſe whom they then con- 
cerned ; but only in rhe ay of them, ſo far forth as the 
caſcs are alike, & with ſuch mcet qualifications and mit "Qi 
ti0ns,as the difference of the caſes otherwiſe doth require, 
So thar a man ought not ourtof privare fancy, or mecrly 
becauſe he would not be obleryed ſor not doing as 0- 
thers Co, or for ary the like weak reſpes, to do that 

thing of the. /awfulneſs whereof he is not competently per- 
ſwaard, where it is free for him to do otherwiſe : which 
' wasthe calc of theſe wlah vies among . the .Romans, for 


hoſe ſakes princi plly the 'Apoſtle gave theſe direRti- 
Oris. ' But the' pa ity'of the Magiſtrates intervening ſo 
alrers the caſe,thar fucha forbeararce as ro them was ne- 
ceſſary,ist as minyof ry '« .cedmmanded to do this or 
that; altoSether unlaw, a regard they were free and we 
arc bud * for the reafo.15 alrcady ſhewn, which I now 
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rehearſe not. But you will yer ſay, (for'in polat of obed; - 
ence men are very lothto yield lo long asthey can find any 
thing to plead, thoſe that lay theſe burdens upon vs at lealt 
wife ſhould do well to ſatisftc our dewbts and 19 inform our 
confcicnces concerning the lawfulneſſe of what they cn- 
joyn: that ſo we mi2ht render them obedience with better 
cheerfalzeſs, How willing are we finful men to leavethe 
blame of our miſcarrizges any where rather than pon 
onr{zlvs! But how is it not incongruouns the while,thar 
thoſe men ſh u'd preſcribe raes to their governoars, who 
can {carcely brook their governours ſhould preſcribe laws 
to them? {r were good we ſhould firſt Zrary how 18 obey, 
ere we take upon us 19 teach our betters how #0 govern. 
However, what governors are bound to do, or what is fic 
for them to do.inthe poing, of information;that is not now 
the queſtion It chey f. it in any part of #h:ir bounden du- 
fy, they ſhall be ſure ro reckon for it one day : bur their 
failing cinnot in the mern time excule thy aiſobeatence. 
Althouzh I rhink it would prove a hard task, for whoſo- 
ever (ſhould undertake ir, to (h:w thar Swpertonrs are al- 
waies bound to inform the con{ciences of their inferiours 
concerning the lawfulneſs of every thing they ſhill come 
man, It lomtimes th: y do it, where rhey 'ec it expedtent 
or n:etfut, fomrimes 22ain (and that perhaps oftner ,) it 
may be thouzht more expedient for them, and more con» 
ducible for the publick pexce and lafety, only: ro make 
knownto the people what the 1r plea(ures are,rolerving to 
themſeiv: the reaſoxs thereof, Tam (ure, inthe point of 
Eecleſraſtical Ceremonies and Conftitutions. (1n which calc 
the aforcſaid allegations are uinilly moſt ſtood upon, ) 
this hath been abun lamly done 1n our Church, not onely 
inthe learned wiltings of ſundry private men but by ttic 


publick d:cb ration allo of auttiority,as it to befcen at large: 
| tn. 
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' inth4 preface. commonly printed before the book of Com 


wen prayer concerning that argument: enough to fatis- 
fic thoſe that are peaceable, and not diſpoſed to firetch 
their wits to cayil at thiogs-eſtabliſhed, And thus much 
of the ſecond 2ueſtion , touching « doubting conſcience : 
whereon I have inſiſted the longer, becauſe it-is a point 
both ſo proper to the Text, & whereat ſo many have 
ſtumbled. 5 
There remaineth but one &ther Queſtion, and that of far 
imaller difficulty ; What is to be done, when the con- 
Ictence 1s ſcrupulous ? Icall chat a ſeraple, whena man is 
reaſonably well perſwaded of the lawfullneſſe of a thing, 
yet hath withal ſome jealouſies and fears, leſt perhaps it 
ſhould p:ove unlawful. Such (cruples are moſt ipcident 
ro men of me/aucholy diſpoſitions, or of 3imorens (pirits 1 
eſpecially it they be render: con ſcienced withall : and they 
are much encrealcd by the talle ſuggeſtions of Satan ; by 
reading the boeks, or hearing the Sermons, or frequenting 
tbe company oft men more ſtrict, preciſe, and auſtere in 
ſundry points, than they necd or ought to be; and by 
{undry other mcans which I now mention not. Of wl.ich 
ſernples it behooveth every man, fir#, tro be wary that 
he doth not at all «dmirthem, it he can chuſe : or, it he 
cannot wholly avoid them, that ſeconaly, he endeavour fo 
tar as may be 10 eject them ſpeedily out of his thoughts, 
as Satans ſuares,and ti! i1gs that may: breed him worler in- 
COnvenicncics : or, it be cannot be-{o rid of th:m, thar 
then thirdly, he reſolve to go on according to the more 


profitable perſwaſion of his mind,and deſpiſe thoſe ſcruples: 
| And this he may do with a good conſcience, not only in 


things commanded him by lawtul authority, but even in 
things 134:ff erext and arbitrary, and wherein he is left to 


